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Dear Students,

This summer you must read two books— one must be from the mandatory list and one can be
a personal choice. For this assignment, select a book from the mandatery summer reading
list. Read it! Enjoy it! Then get ready to make personal connections! As you read, mark your
book with post-its when you make a connection to your own life, another book, or to a world
event or community happening.

On the attached sheets, please fill in the connections. In the left-hand column, simply record
the name of the book you read, along with the chapter or page that made you think. Record
the ideq, event, or quote from the book that caused a connection. Then in the right-hand
column, start connecting! Write complete sentences about your connection.

We suggest writing a rough draft first and then doing a good copy. Please bring this
assignment with you on the first day of school in September to give to your new teacher. Have
a happy and healthy summer! Remember to read!

Sincerely,
Middletown Township Summer Reading Committee
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Third-into-Fourth Grade Summer Reading List

The following novels are the mandatory summer reading choices for Middletown students entering the Fourth
Grade. Students must select at least one book from this list. Don’t forget to also select one extra book of your
own personal choosing!
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Flat Stanley, His Original Adventure by Jeff Brown - Poor Stanley. He's a perfectly normal boy until one morning he wakes
up flat. After his parents peel the incriminating bulletin board off of him, Stanley must adjust to life as a pancake. He is a boy who takes
this kind of thing in stride, though, and soon he's enjoying the advantages of squashedness. Here is one boy who doesn't let his profile-
challenged body stop him from living life fully--that is, until his brother finds a way to help him become well rounded again.

Stanley Flat Again by Jeff Brown - Stanly Lambchop is flat again. His brother Arthur pelts Stanley with a tennis ball, causing
Stanley to bump against a shelf and suddenly deflate again. This time the bicycle pump doesn't reverse his condition. Despite his altered
physique, Stanley tries to live a normal life, and he discovers that his condition actually has some advantages; he acts as a human sail
during a boat race and rescues a rude classmate from a collapsed building.

Invisible Stanley by Jeff Brown - One morning, after a terrible storm, Stanley Lambchop is nowhere to be found. His family can
hear him, and there is a lump under his covers, but no one can find him! Just where is that boy? Then they discover the truth -- Stanley is
invisible! At first, Stanley is very busy. There's so much for an invisible boy to do. But will he stay that way forever?

Stanley In Space by Jeff Brown - The President of the United States has chosen Stanley Lambchop and his family to become the
first humans to fly in the Star Scout, a new top-secret spaceship. Stanley's most exciting adventure is about to begin. He'll meet the Queen
of England, have a birthday party in outer space, and save a whole planet of aliens from danger. Oh, that Stanley!

All reviews taken from Amazon.com



Summer Reading Grades 3-4-5 2010

L)

0

L)

L)

Henry and the Paper Route by Beverly Cleary - Henry Huggins can’t wait until he turns 11 years old, so he can have a paper
route like his friend Scooter McCarthy. Henry wants to prove to the route manager that he is responsible enough to handle the job right
away. First he thinks of giving away free kittens with newspaper subscriptions, and then his advertising scheme helps his class win the
newspaper drive. But he still doesn’t have a paper route. Will Ramona Quimby, making a real pest of herself, help Henry get the job he
wants so much?

Flat Stanley, The Mount Rushmore Calamity by Jeff Brown - In this book the flattened-by-a-bulletin-board boy and the
rest of the Lambchop family go on vacation to Mount Rushmore, where Stanley and his brother share and adventure with a young gold

miner named Calamity Jasper. Stanley’s unique abilities allow him to shine as a hero, causing some friction with Arthur, but in the end,
they work together to save the day.

Flat Stanley, The Great Egyptian Grave Robbery by Jeff Brown - Ever since Stanley was flattened by a bulletin board,
there are places he can get to that no one else can. So when Stanley receives a letter from an archaeologist, he travels by airmail to Egypt to
help find an ancient treasure deep in the heart of a great pyramid. But what if even the flattest boy on earth can’t wiggle out of this dark
tomb-and the terrible mess he finds himself in?

Stanley and the Magic Lamp by Jeff Brown - Stanley Lambchop has found a real magic lamp with a genie inside! The genie
tells Stanley he can wish for anything in the world: fame, a magical pet, superpowers -- you name it. When Stanley's family finds out about
the genie, they have some wishes, too. But the more wishes Stanley makes, the stranger his own life becomes. Oh, poor Stanley!

Henry and The Clubhouse by Beverly Cleary - For Henry Huggins and his friends Robert and Murph, a clubhouse is a place
where they can do as they please, without being bothered by girls. The sign that says NO GIRLS ALLOWED -- THIS MEANS YOU
especially means Ramona Quimby. Lately Ramona has been following Henry on his newspaper route, embarrassing him in front of
Henry's customers. The day Ramona follows Henry to the clubhouse, she wants to teach him girls aren't so bad, but she almost puts an end
to his newspaper career forever.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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Henry and Ribsy by Beverly Cleary - At last, Henry Huggins's father has promised to take him fishing, on one condition. Henry's
dog, Ribsy, has been in all sorts of trouble lately, from running off with the neighbor's barbecue roast to stealing a policeman’s lunch. To
go on the fishing trip, Henry must keep Ribsy out of trouble -- no chasing cats, no digging up lawns...and no getting anywhere near little
Ramona Quimby, the pest of Klickitat Street.

Socks by Beverly Cleary and Tracy Dockray - Socks is one happy cat.... He lives with a nice young couple called Brickers
who play with him, pet him, feed him treats, and always have a warm lap for him to sit in. Then a new baby joins the family Suddenly, the
Brickers are sharing their laps and love with Charles William, and Socks is getting into trouble. He runs from a phantom dog, wrestles with
Nana's best wig, and fights Old Taylor the tomcat for his territory. But as Charles William grows, Socks discovers that he has a new friend
and a new way to be a part of the family. A purr-fectly hilarious portrait of life with a baby from a cat's point of view.

The School Story by Andrew Clements - Natalie’s best friend, Zoe, is sure that the novel Natalie’s written is good enough to be
published. But how can a twelve-year-old girl publish a book? Natalie’s mother is an editor for a big children’s publisher, but Natalie
doesn’t want to ask for any favors. Then Zoe has a brilliant idea: Natalie can submit her manuscript under a pen name, with Joe acting as
her literary agent. But it’s not easy for two sixth graders to put themselves over as grown-ups, even with some help from a couple of real
grown-ups who are supportive but skeptical. The next bestselling school story may be in their hands-but can Natalie and Zoe pull off their
masquerade?

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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Fourth into Fifth Grade Summer Reading List

The following novels are the mandatory summer reading choices for Middletown students entering the Fifth
Grade. Students must select at least one book from this list. Don’t forget to also select one extra book of your
own personal choosing!

+ Bearstone by Will Hobbs

A Dramatic Tale of Grizzlies and Gold - Fourteen-year-old Cloyd Atcitty has been skipping school for years. He's run away from a group
home for Native American boys, and is now being sent to work for Walter Landis, an old rancher on an isolated Colorado farm.

In a cave above the ranch, Cloyd finds a turquoise carving of a bear. Knowing that his people, the Utes, have a special relationship with bears,
he keeps the small stone, hoping it will bring him strength. A terrible blow-up with Walter ends in near disaster, but the old man offers Cloyd
one last chance: they'll ride together into the mountains to reopen Walter's abandoned gold mine. Among the high peaks that harbor Colorado's
last grizzlies, Cloyd's courage and loyalty will be tested to the limit.

s Extra Credit by Andrew Clements

It isn't that Abby Carson can't do her schoolwork, it's just that she doesn't like doing it. And that means she's pretty much failing sixth grade.
When a warning letter is sent home, Abby realizes that all her slacking off could cause her to be held back -- for real! Unless she wants to
repeat the sixth grade, she'll have to meet some specific conditions, including taking on an extra-credit project: find a pen pal in a foreign
country. Simple enough (even for a girl who hates homework).

Abby's first letter arrives at a small school in Afghanistan, and Sadeed Bayat is chosen to be her pen pal.... Well, kind of. He is the best writer,
but he is also a boy, and in his village it is not appropriate for a boy to correspond with a girl. So his younger sister dictates and signs the letter.
Until Sadeed decides what his sister is telling Abby isn't what he'd like Abby to know.

As letters flow back and forth between Illinois and Afghanistan, Abby and Sadeed discover that their letters are crossing more than an ocean.
They are crossing a huge cultural divide and a minefield of different lifestyles and traditions. Their growing friendship is also becoming a
growing problem for both communities, and some people are not happy. Suddenly things are not so simple.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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+ The Stranger Next Door by Peg Kehret

Alex is less than thrilled when his family moves into a new housing development. The 12-year-old has left his old school and friends behind,
and his new classmates blame him because the new houses were built over their old dirt-bike paths. He becomes hopeful when a family with a
son his age moves in next door. However, sullen Rocky is not responsive to Alex's attempts at friendship. Things get worse when street signs
begin disappearing and fires start in the neighborhood, one destroying Rocky's house. Alex is sure that the boy is hiding something. Part of the
story is told from the point of view of Alex’s cat Pete, who can understand the speech of humans, even if they can only interpret his meows as
demands for food in return. The feline helps to solve the mystery and to save Alex’s life.

% The Spiderwick Chronicles: Book 1 — The Field Guide by Holly Black & Tony DiTerilizzi

The first book in a beautifully produced series of five, The Field Guide sets up the story of the Grace children--13-year-old Mallory and 9-
year-old twins Jared and Simon--who with their mother move into the dilapidated Spiderwick Estate only to quickly find themselves drawn
into a dark and fascinating world of faeries.

s The Secret School by Avi

Weaving together a fast-moving plot, solid characterizations, sharply tuned dialogue and a wealth of detail, Avi (The True Confessions of
Charlotte Doyle) offers another satisfying historical novel, this time evoking rural Colorado in 1925. When the teacher at the one-room
schoolhouse in Elk Valley must depart unexpectedly, the head of the school board decides to end the academic year right then, a month and a
half before the summer break. To his surprise, 14-year-old Ida Bidson protests, because without exit exams, she cannot proceed to high school
in the fall. "I'm not so sure a girl needs a high school education,” Mr. Jordan retorts, undeterred. Then Ida's friend Tom comes up with a plan:
"You're such a gravy know-it-all," he tells her. "You could take over the school when Miss Fletcher leaves.” And so she does, swearing the
students to secrecy. It's no easy task "Miss Bidson™" has to learn self-confidence, and she must keep up with her farm chores and with her own
studies. To compound the challenge, the county examiner discovers the secret and agrees to keep it only if all the students take a final exam.
Right from the opening scene showing resourceful Ida and her seven-year-old brother driving the family's Model T to school Ida at the wheel
hollering directions ("Brake and clutch!") while Felix pushes the pedals with his hands Avi wittily up-ends the usual roles assigned adults and
children.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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+ The Princess Academy by Shannon Hale

The thought of being a princess never occurred to the girls living on Mount Eskel. Most plan to work in the quarry like the generations before
them. When it is announced that the prince will choose a bride from their village, 14-year-old Miri, who thinks she is being kept from working in
the quarry because of her small stature, believes that this is her opportunity to prove her worth to her father. All eligible females are sent off to
attend a special academy where they face many challenges and hardships as they are forced to adapt to the cultured life of a lowlander. First, strict
Tutor Olana denies a visit home. Then, they are cut off from their village by heavy winter snowstorms. As their isolation increases, competition
builds among them. The story is much like the mountains, with plenty of suspenseful moments that peak and fall, building into the next intense
event. Miri discovers much about herself, including a special talent called quarry speak, a silent way to communicate. She uses this ability in many
ways, most importantly to save herself and the other girls from harm. Each girl's story is brought to a satisfying conclusion, but this is not a fluffy,
predictable fairy tale, even though it has wonderful moments of humor. Instead, Hale weaves an intricate, multi-layered story about families,
relationships, education, and the place we call home.

< Shipwreck (Island, Book 1) by Gordon Korman

Being on a sailboat in the warm waters of the Pacific with a bunch of kids the same age could sound like a vacation dream come true. However,
when this month-long trip is part of a strict program called Charting a New Course, and each participant--or inmate--is there for disciplinary
problems, things don't look quite as rosy. And then, of course, when a big storm strikes, and the captain and first mate disappear, and the boat
seems to be sinking... the whole idea becomes less and less appealing. Still, for Luke, Will, Lyssa, J.J., lan, and Charla, this is the way the cards
have been dealt, and whatever problems they may have with each other, however much they don't want to be there, it's time to start working
together to save their own lives.

The first book of Gordon Korman's exciting new trilogy introduces readers to the six troubled kids who will become unwitting partners in their
desperate bid for survival. A steely captain and a gruff first mate who calls every boy "Archie" and every girl "Veronica" keep order and attempt
to turn their charges into young sailors--an effort that may pay off more than any of them ever anticipate. A hint of menace permeates Shipwreck,
along with humor, angst, and mystery. Readers won't want to miss the continuation of the riveting saga in books 2 and 3, Survival and Escape.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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+ Paint the Wind by Pam Munoz Ryan

Maya lives like a captive. At Grandmother's house in California, everything is forbidden: friends, fun, even memories. And her life is built on lies:
lies Grandmother tells her about her dead mother, lies Maya tells to impress or manipulate. But then she moves to the vast Wyoming wilderness
where her mother's family awaits - kind, rugged people who have no tolerance for lies. They challenge Maya to confront the truth about who she
is. And a mysterious mustang called Artemisia waits, too. She holds the key to Maya's freedom. But to find it, Maya will have to risk everything,
including her life.

< Fair Weather by Pam Munoz Ryan

Granddad emits a strangled sound, 13-year-old Rosie pitches right off her chair, and young Buster just vibrates. What event catapults the Beckett
family into such a state? The arrival of a letter from distant Chicago--and not just a letter, an invitation from Mama's elusive, wealthy sister Aunt
Euterpe. She decides that it's high time for the children to see the world beyond "the four walls of a one-room country schoolhouse." And what
better opportunity than the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition, to honor the 400th anniversary of the discovery of America? Spanish nobility,
President Cleveland, and Ferris wheels, oh my! Richard Peck, Newberry Medal-winning author of A Year Down Yonder, paints a charming
portrait of a 19th-century farming family turned upside down by a visit to the big city. Narrator Rosie is friendly and funny as she describes the
instant (if not entirely successful) citification of her family, encounters with Buffalo Bill himself, and her own delightfully eccentric Granddad
who named his horse after Lillian Russell (which is just fine until they meet her at the fair). This wonderful, witty glimpse into 19th-century
America--sprinkled with historical photographs--concludes with an insightful essay on the Exposition.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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Fifth into Sixth Grade Summer Reading List

The following novels are the mandatory summer reading choices for Middletown students entering the Sixth
Grade. Students must select at least one book from this list. Don’t forget to also select one extra book of your
own personal choosing!

+ Time Warp Trio: Knights of the Kitchen Table by Jon Sciezska

>0

A book from his magician uncle transports Joe and his friends, Fred and Sam, back in time to swashbuckling adventures fraught with
dangers at every turn. In the first story, quick thinking and daring-do save them from a fire-breathing dragon and a foul-smelling giant; in
the second, an encounter with the dreaded Blackbeard almost causes their demise. Tongue-in-cheek humor, laced with understatement and
word play, makes for laugh-out-loud reading, as verbal insults are hurled, and the boys outwit their foes. Villains and heroes clash, as do
modern and archaic language and dress, causing misunderstandings and mayhem. Short, easy-to-read sentences and lots of zany dialogue
perfectly suit the breathless pace.

Choose from the Series: A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snickets

Make no mistake. The Bad Beginning begins badly for the three Baudelaire children, and then gets worse. Their misfortunes begins one
gray day on Briny Beach when Mr. Poe tells them that their parents perished in a fire that destroyed their whole house. "It is useless for me
to describe to you how terrible Violet, Klaus, and even Sunny felt in the time that followed,” laments the personable narrator, who tells the
story as if his readers are gathered around an armchair on pillows. But of course what follows is dreadful. The children thought it was bad
when the well-meaning Poes bought them grotesque-colored clothing that itched. But when they are ushered to the dilapidated doorstep of
the miserable, thin, unshaven, shiny-eyed, money-grubbing Count Olaf, they know that they--and their family fortune--are in real trouble.
Enjoy any of the wonderful tales from this “unfortunate” series.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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Summer Ball by Mike Lupica

This novel continues the story of Danny Walker, the basketball-obsessed hero of Travel Team. In the interval between the two books, the
13-year-old and his friends went on to win the travel-team championship. Now that they are heading off to summer basketball camp,
Danny is feeling the pressure of being number one. He plays as well as ever, but he's still the smallest boy on the court and anxiously
hoping for a growth spurt. As the story begins, things quickly go wrong for him. He fights with his girlfriend before he leaves; at camp,
he's separated from his friends and assigned a berth in the younger boys' cabin. Danny is a classic sports-story underdog, but he's also
sympathetic and engaging. He is surrounded by a cast of supporting characters who add humor and whose interactions ring true. When
Danny befriends Zach, who is a younger version of himself, readers see the protagonist grow in empathy and self-awareness. Sports fans
will relish the on-court action, expertly rendered in Lupica's taut prose. This worthy sequel to Travel Team should earn a wide audience.

Choose from the Series: The Sisters Grimm by Michael Buckley

Buckley has created a world in which humans and fairy-tale creatures live side-by-side in rural New York in an uneasy alliance. Brought
here by Wilhelm Grimm in an attempt to save them, the Everafters are now kept in check by the man's descendants. Enter Sabrina and
Daphne Grimm, two sisters seemingly abandoned by their parents, who have been brought to live with a grandmother whom they thought
was dead. Heartbroken and wary, the girls are immediately swept up in a mystery that includes giants, pixies, fairies, and witches. Readers
well grounded in their fairy tales will get the most pleasure from recognizing the characters—Prince Charming, Jack-the-Giant-Killer, the
Three Pigs, the Magic Mirror, and more—but the fast pace and sly humor will entertain even those who are meeting the characters for the
first time. Join the Sisters Grimm on any of their adventures in this magical series.

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech

Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle's mother has disappeared. While tracing her steps on a car trip from Ohio to Idaho with her
grandparents, Salamanca tells a story to pass the time about a friend named Phoebe Winterbottom whose mother vanished and who
received secret messages after her disappearance. One of them read, "Don't judge a man until you have walked two moons in his
moccasins.” Despite her father's warning that she is "fishing in the air," Salamanca hopes to bring her home. By drawing strength from her
Native American ancestry, she is able to face the truth about her mother.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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+ Found by Margaret Haddix

Haddix's latest science fiction series starts off with a bang in this nail-biter. A plane arrives at an airline gate unnoticed by radar and most
personnel. There are no flight attendants, no pilot, in fact no adults at all, but there are 36 passengers—each seat is inhabited by an infant.
Thirteen years later in Ohio, teenage adoptees Jonah and his friend Chip begin receiving ominous messages declaring that they are among
"the missing™ and that someone is coming to find them. Frightened yet intrigued, the boys begin a search for their real identities with the
help of Jonah's younger sister. Their search leads them to a discovery that strains credulity and leads them into danger greater than they
ever imagined possible. By the award winning author of The Shadow Children series.

All reviews taken from Amazon.com
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Summer Reading
3rd, 4th, & 5th Grades

Connections: Text-to-Text

(Connecting one book to another)

This part of the book | am reading...
Title:

Chapter #
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Connections: Text-to-Self

(Connecting a book to something personal about me)
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Connections: Text-to-World
—=' (Connecting a book to something that is happening in the world)
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