THOMPSON MIDDLE SCHOOLOS STUDENT PAPER

Staff

Claudia Chakamian
Lauren Grant
Caroline Hsu
Sharon Kim
Noelle LiVolsi
Tom Luby

Megan McGowan
Megan Mittenzwei
Sandra Morgera
Spencer Mullen
Heather Ososki
Natalie Rinaldi

W

LionOs Tale
September 2008

Back To School Issue

LionOs Tale

This issue was put
together by the Lion's Tale
senior staff.  All future
issues will be put out by
the full staff.  We are
looking for reporters,
writers, poets and artists to
be on our team. The
Lion's Tale meets on
Wednesdays after school
in the Media Center.

Mzr. Freeman (Room
241) is the advisor.

Do Something!

! Being involved in your school is a good thing. It helps you make
new friends, learn new things and do things you might not do otherwise.
But not everybody knows all of the activities and clubs that are available to
Thompson students. We put together a list of just some of the many
activities that are open to us. So go on, look these over and get involved!

Activities Index

Thompson Singers!.........cccccuue. 1 Math Contests!........ccccoeevieeeeeeennn. 2
Language Arts Peer Tutoring!...... 1 Student Councill........................... 3
Newspaper (Lion!s Tale)!............. 1 Variety Show!.........ccccvvveiiiiieninnnn. 4
Thompson Book Club!................. 2 Peer Leaders!.........ccccccvvvvvneennn. 4
Environmental Club!.................... 2 SPOMS! e, 4

Thompson Singers

! The Thompson Singers is a special singing group that performs
high school level music at special events. To join, you must be in 7th or
8th grade chorus, and have an unchanged voice (treble voice). Tryouts
will be at the end of September and practice will be every Friday morning
from 7:30 to 8:00.

Mrs. Williams (Room 141) is the advisor.

Language Arts Peer Tutoring

! 7th and 8th grade students meet to tutor anyone in need of extra
help in reading or writing skills in a friendly environment. The Peer
Tutors will meet once a week, and the day will be announced. Did I
mention snacks?

Mr. Shull (Room 115) is the advisor.
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Thompson Book Club

! The Thompson Book Club is a part of the library program.

Students read and discuss one book a month and play related
games. The Book Club will meet on the fourth Tuesday of the
month in the Media Center and is open to all Thompson Students.
If you like to read and hang out, this is a club for you!

Mrs. Raymond (Media Center) is the advisor.

Environmental Club

! The Environmental Club has many exciting projects in
store for the year. Among them is planting gardens in the atrium
and entering a contest called the OFuture City Contest.0 Other
activities will be discussed and decided upon by the members
who join the club. The Environmental Club is open to all students
and will meet most Mondays after school until 3:30. Refreshments
may be served!

Mr. Jacoves (Room 121) is the advisor.

Math Contests

/"_—\ ! Math  contests provide students the
‘ opportunity to compete in local, national and even

international math contests. There are many
e contests at various times during the school year,

usually at 7:25 in the morning before school.
Contests are usually given by grade and there are
contests for all grades beginning in October and
running through March.
! The brst American Scholastic Math Contest
i . (for 7th and 8th graders only) is October 8th.
! The brst Sigma Mathematics Contests are

October 22 (8th grade), October 23 (7th Grade) and
_ October 24 (6th grade).
\ You can listen for the announcements of all the

contests or you can check the schedules located
outside the ofbce, near Mr. SessaOs door or on his
website.

w Mr. Sessa (Room 127) is the contact person for

math contests.
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Student Council |

The Student Council runs
school dances, charity events and
homeroom competitions. The
executive board meets at least
every Tuesday morning.

The LionOs Tale would like
to congratulate the winners of the
Executive board elections (see
below).

Students are encouraged to
contact their representatives with
guestions and event ideas!

Mr. Melando (Room 114bla) is
the Student Council advisor.

Your Student Council Leaders:

President..................... Robert Leniart
Vice President............ Ashley Suarez
2nd Vice.....oeeervrenreencnes Tyler Mabry
8th Grade Rep....... Michael DeSocio
7th Grade Rep............. Lizzy Madsen
Secretary......ccceceeueunnene Costa Costidis
Publicity.........ccuuu... Gianna Fischer
Treasurer................ Megan Davidson
Dance Chair............ Danielle Marino

Thompson

School Dances
By Sandra Morgera

At every dance, people
enjoy a good party. |
think the parties are

fun with the colorful,
flashing lights,
dancing, candy, pizza,
and songs. People who
like to dance or just
have fun with their
friends would
definitely love the
dances. They are loads of fun! There are even dance
contests where students dance on stage and compete
to see who has the best moves. 1tOs all up to the
audience on who is their favorite choice! | suggest
lots of cartwheels, back flips, or break dancing. It will
get the crowd excited and amazed!

But what do the students think of the dances
here at Thompson? According to seventh grader
Caroline Hsu, OItOs really fun. | liked dancing and
hanging out with my friends, and the music was
really cool.O

But some people had some dislikes, like eighth
grader Kevin: Ol like the food but | didnOt like some
of the music.O0 So some people want different mixes
of music. At the school dances itOs a fact that there
are more people who like the Cotton Eye Joe than
people who dislike it.  [If you have any ideas, you
can always talk to your Student Council Dance
Chairperson, Danielle Marino.]

The food is so tasty at the dances, especially
the pizza. The soft, chewy bread is so delicious and
savory. And everyone loves the chocolate and candy
at the dances! The price is cheap for the size of candy
and chocolate. And you only need $4.00 to get in
(Which is a fair price for everything in the dance!).
The dances are the best youOll ever go to!

Noelle. LNols!
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Variety Show

! The Variety Show is an opportunity for Thompson students to show off their talents.
Some talents we look for are singing, dancing, playing instruments, playing in a band, twirling
baton, juggling, and more! Solos and groups are welcome. Studentsmust audition and only
the best and most polished acts will be accepted in the show. It is never too early to begin
planning your routine!

! Auditions will be in January, and performances will be March 31 and April 1. Weekly
rehearsal days and times will be announced later.

Mrs. Williams (Room 141) and Mrs. Kaufman
(Room 139B) are the coordinators of the Variety
Show.

Peer Leaders

! Peer Leaders is for students interested in
community service. Among the activities they

participate in are cross age teaching about substance
free living and anti-smoking activities. Peer Leaders

meet twice a month on the Prst and third

Wednesdays.

Mrs. Richards (SAC office across from the Gym) is
the advisor

Sports

One of the biggest activities for students at Thompson is sports. Hundreds of students participate
in the various sports programs during the year. However, if you are not already on a team for the fall, it is
probably too late to join.

Still, you can be involved! Get some of your friends and go to watch your classmates represent our

school. It seems like almost every day there is a cross-country meet or a soccer game or a field hockey
match in the afternoon. Be there and cheer; show your support and help add to the excitement!
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. problems on the board, and started jotting down
Mlddle SChOOl words into her notebook.
A Short Story by Caroline Hsu For Lunch, Laura had a dry turkey sandwich,

The musty, tinted clouds trailed across theswathed in tinfoil. Her cookies had crumbled, and her
sullen sky; rain padded down on the sodden earth, tfiéends were babbling about a TV show that she didnOt
splayed light illuminating the room. Laura peered aare about. Throughout the whole thirty minutes,
the chalkboard, scanning the pallid letters scrawled bpura remained silent. When she was finally
the teacher. dismissed, she jostled through the thongs, and
Her stomach flip-flopped, as she shuddered inwardipanaged to make it to math on time.
at the thought of her locker and all the classes she had OClass,0 Mrs. Monela announced, her face
to commute to. It was her fourth day in middlestern, Ol finished grading your tests. | am extremely
school, and she had already been late 5 times. T#isappointed, considering that only two of you
tinny bell penetrated LauraOs thoughts as she bolfgssed!O
out of her seat, snatching her books and cradling them The class groaned in unison.
in her arms. Her auburn hair tumbled down her back Mrs. Monela proceeded to hand out the stack
framing her sun kissed-face. of papers. Laura awaited eagerly, her face slightly
Laura scampered through the crowds of chatterinfushed. She had studied for hours for the test and
students, intently surveying her creased schedule. she felt a pretty confident that she did well.

Mrs. Johnson, room too twenty...wait, no, thatOs OGood Job,0O her teacher beamed, as the test
not tomorrow. Today is Language Arts, all the wafluttered onto LauraOs desk. She riveted her eyes upon
downstairs, next to the gym...or is it? the vibrant, bright red 0100%0 scribbled on the top.

Moments later, Laura spotted Mr. NeelOs roonhaura grinned widely, her face bright. Her studying
and dove into her desk a few seconds before thieard had paid off. Maybe middle school wont be
second bell rang.  Exhaling heavily, she eyed tls® bad after all.
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Summer Poll
By Tom Luby

25

As you may have noticed, the

summer has ended and we are backv g
school. So we, the staff of thHgon’s Tale,
decided to take a poll to see what sumnget
activities the students at Thompson enjoyed
most during the break. We asked 86 random
students during the"7and & grade lunches.
Of the six categories surveyd8ping
to the beachandHanging out with friends
easily topped the charts! So on behalf of thé
staff of theLions Tale, please enjoy the poll.

er of Stu

5

Going to the Beach Staying Home and

Being Lazy

Traveling

Hanging Out With

Friends

Playing Sports

Other
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| UIF GJSTU EBZ PG TDIPPyaur bogks RndtHr@ensi 2f you are
ASk LUIU FNQUZ BOE * XBOU UPREALD/PIS B (&, thlUgetting a little
s EPONU LOPXRPIM shelf from Staples and put it at the
Hi 1IOm Lulu and welcome back4 JODFSFMZ bottom of your locker. That way you
to school!! Most of you should (JSM 8JUI B #BSF -PDLFg&n probably fit some stuff under the
remember my sister and me from last . ) shelf and over it.
year. For you sixth graders who don&far Girl With a Bare~Locker, Here are some things you
know me, 10m Lulu and | have a help You shouldnOt be asking Menight NEED for your locker.

column in the newspaper. | also have about how to decorate your locker!
very loud sister named Lola. EverThatOs YOUR decision. DonOt try to d
though weOre _sisters, we are VERWhat everyone else is doing but
different. (YouOll know what | meaniecorate you locker so that it
when she comes back). If youOmmatches your personality and so that
wondering where my sister is, myit is unique. Try different things and
parents sent her to a boarding schoahess around with itGo your own way
because she got in a little trouble aind who knows? You might even

school. (EVERYONE knows about her become a locker trendsetter. ;
aggressive side.) But donOt worry the little bleach pens you can get from

~ Anyway, if you want to redo your a drug store). You never know when
because sheOll be back. If you have X ) . . .
questions that you would Want"f)@é/ker, | would recommend wrapping you might get a stain on a white shirt.

answered by Lulu write it down andgr?]%e”r rfnoirrrg;e(:llr}tséd;;fnyeits] Iofclf[irr’eg _ Remember, _you can keep
give it to any.ion’s Tal member. ' 9 » P anything you want in your locker.

of friends, family, pets and such., and 15155 yOUR space. Keep it that way.
maybe a mini whiteboard. You could Remember these were only

put in whatever you want in there but

Everybody should probably keep about
dollars in an envelope in their locker
just in case they forget their lunch
money. And YOUR BOOKS might
come in handy. Trust meEyou are
really going to need your books Oh
yeah, before | forget: a Tide to Go pen
might really be handy. (You knowE

Question of the Issue:

YFZ -VMV ; suggestions so donOt go running to
* BN B TJYUI HSB m t to keep food in there Staples right after school just because

IBWF B TNBMM QSPCMFNPrtolong —If you want, puta small " 4on&t have a little shelf for your

"U UIF CFHJOOJOH P Gbotileygippenyme pizbody spray for |, per” Have fun decorating your

MPDLFS XBT FN Q uz I\/FWLCIF aC(FEWE SSDFC@”y if you Stop |Ocker and keep |t Organized!

FMTFNnT NZ QSPCMFN hyTyouulogker righzafter gym. Also,

MPDLFS JT UIF TBNF XBHhs © pr&tty Jropofant) make sure

FYBDUMZ UIF TBNF O P Xhdelis EbougBroon? i@ your locker

~Lalu

LionOs TalTrivia Contest

Answer all four questions to have ehance to win free cookies from the cafeteria. Simply
fill in the blanks, cut out the form, and submit it to the box in the office by Friday, October 3.

1. Who is in charge of publicity for the student council?

2. What is going to happen on March 31 and also on April 77?

3. What is one of the plans of the Environmental Club?

4. WWhat club does Mrs. Richards run?

l\lame Grade Homeroom #

"please write clearly#
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