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Chinchillas
Kara Gallagher

As you may know, the 7th-grade

science classes have adorable, soft
chinchillas, but do you really know
anything about those fuzzy,
eye-watering creatures? Well, if you
don’t, you should definitely read this
article. I will write about chinchilla
fun facts, and caring for a pet
chinchilla.
Fun Facts
First, some chinchilla fun facts.
Chinchillas are rodents native to the
Andes Mountains of Northern Chile.
Chinchillas are prized for their
luxuriously soft fur and were driven
nearly to extinction because of the
high demand. Chinchilla fur was
originally yellow-gray in the wild.
Through selective breeding, however,
other colors have been common

Thorne Giving Back
By: Kristen Gallagher

We all know the holidays are a great
time of year. Opening our presents
on Christmas morning with beaming
smiles is always a joy, but what
about those who aren’t as fortunate
as us?
I am a member of Thorne’s peer
leaders, and we were invited to help
out with a holiday toy drive that
benefits Middletown residents. When
I heard of this volunteer
opportunity, I was interested right
away. Approximately twenty other
Thorne students participated. We
have such generous staff here,
including Mrs. Nolan, who has been
doing this for 15 years! Mrs.
McDermott, a retired teacher, had
started this 25 years ago. Mrs. Mess
took her place, and Miss Morizzo
also joined us this year.
This event took place after school
on December 20th. We were escorted
to Target on an extremely
comfortable Middletown Police bus
to shop for less fortunate kids our

Fortnite Allegedly Dying,
Streamer Protests Notion
By Liam Perez
Since its initial release on
September
26,
2017,
the
immensely popular online game
known as Fortnite: Battle Royale
has captured the hearts, minds,
and wallets of over 200 million
players
worldwide(pcgamesn.com, 2018).
However,
speculation
that
Fortnite: Battle Royale’s time in
the public eye is drawing to a
close, or that it is ‘dead.’ This
leads to the questions of “is this
true?” and “if it is, what’s next?”,
much to the ire of immensely
popular Fortnite streamer Ninja.
Fortnite: Battle Royale,
oftentimes shortened to Fortnite
due to being vastly more popular
than the original Fortnite, is an
immensely successful game that
has garnered the interest of many.
By July 2018, over $1 billion had
been
successfully generated
through is purchasable Battle Pass
and other cosmetic add-ons, as
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including silver, yellow-gray,
bluish-gray, white, beige, and black.
Each tip ends up black, however, no
matter what color the chinchillas are.
Chinchillas started appearing
around 41 million years ago. Their
fur was on very high demand in the
1700s, which caused them to go
nearly extinct in the 1900s. Around
that time, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile,
and Peru banned the hunting of
chinchillas.
Physical Characteristics
Chinchillas are related to
porcupines and guinea pigs. With
short forelimbs and long, muscular
hind legs, chinchillas resemble a
rabbit, but their ears are much
shorter and rounder. They have
large, black eyes, and bushy tails.
Chinchillas are typically 9-15 inches,
but their tail can add another 3-6
inches to their height. They
generally weigh 1.1-1.8 pounds.
Habitat
Chinchillas are covered in thick fur
for a reason. In the Andes, the
elevation is very high, making it
extremely cold. Chinchillas can
tolerate freezing temperatures, but
can not live in temperatures higher
than 80 degrees Fahrenheit- high
temperatures and humidity can
cause these creatures to die from
heat stroke.
Chinchillas are nocturnal and
crepuscular, which means they are
very active at night or dawn and
sleep during the day. They make
their home by burrowing in
underground tunnels, or in rock
crevasses. They are very social and
live in colonies with hundreds of
chinchillas.

age. We donated $4,000 worth of
items. We raised this money from
various fundraisers at Thorne,
including the trivia show, hat day,
selling snacks after school, teacher
donations, and the lip dub. I am
proud of Thorne for raising money
from all of these fundraisers for
such a great cause. The Police
Department gave us $1,500, and
Target donated a $250 gift card,
along with discounts and coupons.
It was so fun shopping for kids our
age. We left Target with cartfuls of
toys. After this, we stopped and
rewarded ourselves with pizza before
helping out at the New Monmouth
Baptist Church. The other volunteers
there were so caring and made me
feel welcomed. There, we dropped
off our toys, sorted them into
groups, and even put together bags
of food for the needy in our
community.
After helping out, I was able to
enjoy my Christmas even more,
knowing I helped others. It reminded
me to be grateful for all that I have,
and was an excellent way to get
involved in my community. This
experience rewarded me with
holiday cheer and put me in the true
Christmas spirit. I would definitely
recommend volunteering, and you
might be surprised how rewarding it
will feel if you take a step back from
our crazy, everyday lives for others.

well as taking up 83% of the 700
million hours spent streaming
online games(Forbes, 2018).
However,
speculation
that
“Fortnite is dead” has become
extremely common. In Throne
Middle School, on January 7,
2019,
numerous
children
throughout the crowded gym
room began proudly boasting of
quitting Fortnite all together, with
each announcement met with
cheers and swelling pride. Phrases
like “I’m proud of you,” “you’ve
done a great service,” and “we all
grow up someday” we're all
tossed around in response. This
phenomenon was continually
repeated throughout the week, in
various classes such as Mrs
Ryan’s Block 6 Math Class on
January 8, 2019.
Ninja, one of the most
recognizable
professional
Fortnite players, has publicly
responded to these claims by
deeming
them
false(Reddit,
2018). “You aren’t having fun
anymore? Good. Go watch
someone else… don’t spread that
toxicity and negative opinions in
my chat room,” was Ninja’s
public response. “It’s literally just
straight… false.” There have been
reports that Ninja is now banning
those who claim Fortnite is dead
from his forums, but I cannot
confirm this as of this writing.

Diet
Chinchillas are omnivores- they eat
both plants and meats. Primarily,
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they eat grass and seeds, but they eat
insects and bird eggs when they get
the chance. To eat, they hold their
food in their front paws and nibble
on it.
Caring for a Pet Chinchilla
The Michigan Humane Society
recommends keeping pet chinchillas
in a wire mesh cage with a solid
floor. The cage should be well
ventilated and kept dry in cool
temperatures from 60-70 degrees F.
Chinchillas do not get along together
in one cage and should be kept in
separate cages.
Chinchillas can be fed food pellets
available from a store, as well as hay,
dried fruits and nuts, carrots and
green vegetables in moderation (or
about 10% of their daily diet). A
bottle with a sipper tube is the best
way to get water to the chinchillas.
To stay clean, these rodents give
themselves dust baths. It is
recommended that domestic
chinchillas take dust baths once or
twice per week in fine volcanic ash
that can be purchased at pet shops.
Chinchillas are thought to be
smarter than rabbits and can be
taught to play with humans. They do
not make for good pets with small
children, however, because
chinchillas are hyperactive and
high-strung.
Typically pet stores charge around
$150 or more for a standard gray
chinchilla. It is usually more for a
colored chinchilla. Breeders are
around the same price but in an area
where chinchillas are common, they
can be sold for just $80.

M A N I A Album Review
By Gianna Del Verde
For the one year anniversary of MANIA,
I think it’s only fair to share my opinion
on the album. First, before my review,
here is a little backstory on the album.
Mania (styled as M A N I A) is the
seventh studio album by American rock
band Fall Out Boy, released on January
19, 2018, by Island Records and DCD2
as the follow-up to their 2015 album,
American Beauty/American Psycho.
The release of the album was teased by
five singles: "Young and Menace",
"Champion", "The Last of the Real
Ones", "Hold Me Tight or Don't", and
"Wilson (Expensive Mistakes)" (in
chronological order).
Mania was originally scheduled for a
release on September 15, 2017,
worldwide. However, on August 3,
2017, Patrick Stump announced that the
record would be pushed back until
January 19, 2018. "The album just really
isn't ready, and it felt very rushed,"
Stump said on Twitter. "I'm never going
to put a record out I genuinely don't
believe is at least as strong or valid as
the one that came before it and in order
to do that we need a little bit more time
to properly and carefully record solid
performances."
Mania debuted at number one on the US
Billboard 200 on February 3, 2018, It is
Fall Out Boy's fourth US number-one
album, Mania was the number three rock
album.
Now, the first song on the album is Stay
Frosty Royal Milk Tea. When I first
heard this song, I could obviously tell,
that in a way, it was an escape from their
old music style, which took me a while
to get used to. I think that it’s a great
song to start the album off with. I think
that, unlike most mainstream artists, that
the way that the band used autotune not
to cover up a bad vocal but, to enhance

Elf Day at Thorne Middle
School
By Rita Elbanna
On Friday, November 30th, the
eighth-grade students of Thorne Middle
School walked into school wearing
colorful Christmas outfits with lights and
bells. That Friday, the school declared it
to be Elf Day. Elf day at Thorne Middle
School is a tradition. I emailed one of
the eighth-grade science teachers and
asked where Elf day began. Mr.Mason
responded to the email, and this was
what he said:
“I originally taught 6th and 7th grade,
but for many years 8th grade science
was taught by Dr. Pfennig- a very well
liked teacher who dedicated herself to
Thorne Pride. Dr. Pfennig created Elf
Day as a way to get the 8th graders
involved in a fun event where they can
work together to bring Thorne pride into
the winter time. If Elf Day went well and
the school looked amazing, the Principal
always knew they had a good 8th grade
class and they could be trusted for more
fun activities in the spring.
When Dr. Pfennig retired, many
Thorne traditions were going to leave
with her. Since I was inheriting her room
and position, I asked Dr. Pfennig what
piece of her legacy was the most
important to her. Without hesitation she
replied, ‘Elf Day- but you have to do it
right. Dress up, make it fun, and include
everybody.’”
Elf day consists of the eighth-grade
students dressed as elves. During their
science and social studies blocks, the
students made decorations and hung
them up in hallways and near the
entrances of each classroom. Students
were NOT allowed to go into classes and
disrupt the students learning.
The elves only had one day to decorate
the school for Christmas. Did they make
it? Yes! They did! By the end of the day,
the whole school was decorated with
chains, snowflakes, and other colorful
decorations. The principle of Thorne
Middle School congratulated the elves
and told them they did a great job.
However, some eighth graders were
denied this privilege. Little did the
students know the Bottle Cappers of
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Don’t Let Our Arts Programs
Fall Apart
Tessa Boehler and Nicole
Gambardella
While this new school year and new
schedule may benefit our learning
experience in quite a few ways, it
brought some controversy to our band.
While the band has been benefited when
it comes to time, the amount of people
registered for band has dramatically
dropped. This is a major problem. While
we usually have around two-hundred
sixth graders, we now only have around
fifty. That’s a -75% change. Our
instrumentation is off, which means we
have to work harder to achieve the sound
we need. This doesn’t only present a
problem for the middle school, it affects
the high school. The band loses
musicians throughout the year, but we
especially lose musicians when people
move up buildings. Now that the middle
school band has an even smaller portion
of students than what we usually have,
the high school band will have an even
smaller amount of students. What could
be the reason for all of this? We
interviewed Mr. Canter, the band
director for our school, and found some
answers.
Q-We understand that there has been a
decrease in students enrolled in band,
why do you think this has happened?
A- The addition of more electives, and
an uneven advertising of all electives.
Q-What would you say is the worst
obstacle that’s been presented by losing
members?
A- The decreasing number (Of students)
going into the high school.
Q-What would you like the school to do
to help promote the band so we don’t
lose members like this in the future?
A- Find a way to have the band perform
in front of the next years sixth graders,
give the band director an opportunity to
see the fifth graders ahead of time. I
hope this happens this year, it didn’t

certain phrases in the song. Overall, I
think that this song is both amazingly
rhythmic and a show of Fall Out Boy’s
real talent.
Next is the song The Last Of The Real
Ones. This song was one of the singles
that were released before the album, and
it was one of the more popular songs.
There is a small controversy in the
hardcore part of the fanbase. Some
younger, less thoughtful to say, fans
believe that it’s a love song. The older
13+ (mentally for some) part of the
fanbase believes that the song of
friendships, hence the name The Last Of
The Real Ones meaning the last of the
real friends, however, for the other fan
theory, it is believed that The Last Of
The Real Ones is meant to mean the last
real relationship to be in. These two
ideas are very similar but, the song is
commonly pushed away to focus on this
feud. I think that the small piano solos
are amazing and really distract you from
the reality of life, which is what I think
the song is really about. I think
personally that The Last Of The Real
Ones is meant to mean the last of the
good times ‘the real ones’ could
represent the times that the band
members (back in their pre-hiatus days)
had a gathering before getting
intoxicated (other than Andy, of course.)
Maybe, it’s insisting that their drinking
problems have gotten worse since then.
We may never know.
Then, there’s Hold Me Tight Or Don’t.  I
think that this song is more of a
mainstream song. Overall, as a fan, I
didn’t really like this song in particular. I
think that the repeated patterns weren’t
like Fall Out Boy a s the normal listeners
are used to. This song seems to be the
song to really push out the album to the
public and give it slight fame, as they
intended most likely. The lyrics were
beautifully crafted, I have to say, but,
I’m disappointed in the direction in
which they took this song. (Continued
on page 7)

High School North have come to visit.
Instead of students decorating, they had
to listen to the Bottle Cappers talk about
drugs and how bad they were for you.
But, students did finish decorating the
whole school on time, and it looked
wonderful!

Winter Choral Concert
By Athena Tobia
Surely those in Chorus
remember the Winter Concert
they did a month or two ago.
There were many songs
performed by the middle school
chorus groups but we are going
to take a look at the sixth-grade
songs. It was their first time after
all. One of their songs was
“Hanukkah Tonight” for those
who celebrate Hanukkah.
Another song was called “Where
are you Christmas?” from The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas.
This, of course, was to those who
celebrate Christmas. In addition,
there was a song called
“Falalalala” which had the lyrics
of “Deck the Halls” but had a
different tune and much more of
the words “Fa la la.” There was a
song at the end that everyone
sang which was “Sleigh Ride.”
We look forward to the next
concert in the Spring all based on
Musicals.
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happen last year but it happened the year
before and the year before that.
Q-What are some of the benefits to
playing an instrument in band?
A- Lots of benefits. It fortifies math and
language arts skills. There’s nothing you
can do in life that makes both halves of
the brain work together better than
playing a musical instrument.
Q-What would you say to someone who
is considering joining band, whether
they are familiar with an instrument or
not?
A- Join. Learn.
The real reason for this whole
problem is the school, essentially. The
school needs to help promote band to the
fifth graders so this problem doesn’t
occur in the future. It could be as simple
as what Mr. Canter suggested- having
him go see the fifth graders and talk
about the program. I wouldn’t want to
join a class that I didn’t have any
information about, which is probably
what the fifth graders were also thinking.
This should be seen as a problem for our
school that we need to fix for this
upcoming year. Not just the band needs
to be promoted, but performing arts also.
Band is a creative outlet for many
people, including me. That’s why we
need to promote the arts to the fifth
graders so this problem doesn’t reoccur.
If you agree, talk to the office or
guidance and share your opinion and
concern.

"Imagination is more
important than knowledge.
For knowledge is limited,
whereas imagination
embraces the entire world,
stimulating progress, giving
birth to evolution."
Albert Einstein

Ryder Davis

Ryder Davis
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I can never win
This battle’s not worth fighting
Somehow you’re always right
You’re all fight and no flight
My mouth shut by pins
Brain labeled as dim
Worthless

_________________________

Tessa Boehler
Poem Compilation

Am I not good enough for you?
Why must I prove everything I
do?
Do you not understand your
words stick to my heart like glue?
I try my very best
But this thundering in my chest
Knows this is not how I want to
be expressed.
Listen up now,
Lower your head from the clouds,
And hear my mighty vow.
I will not be who you want me to
be.

They say people change
They don’t know up from down
Each day’s argument and “lesson
learned” recycle
What’s the point of teaching
When the mistake occurs again in
twenty-four hours?
Clocks continue to tick
Each strike makes the point of
everything less and less clear
A never ending cycle
Of wasted, miserable time.
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(Fall Out Boy Cont..) Next up is Wilson
(Expensive Mistakes). This song is a
curveball for me and many others. There
are some parts that I love (such as the
lyrics and musical styling) but, this song
was completely ruined by the music
video, which fans and others seemed to
gobble up, in a metaphorical sense. I
think that live (from seeing them in
August of 2018,) I think that even the
fans couldn’t take the song seriously. I
mean, you have to really think about it.
Sometimes a music video boosts the
fame of the song. Take This Is America
by Childish Gambino. That video leads
to such popularity of the song, at least to
a lot of non-fans. Overall, this song was
destined to be a fan-favorite but now, it’s
exactly that for a different reason.
Then, we have the delicate song,
Church. I think that Church was a kind
of rebel from the band members
somewhat religious backgrounds. We
also get some lyrical insight that the
song could possibly be about an LGBTQ
relationship, the music video helps aid
this idea. The lyric ‘... if you were
church, I’d get on my knees, confess my
love…” also aids. I think that this song
was also wonderfully rhythmic and
beautiful. This song has to be, in my
opinion, one of the best from the album.
Next, is one of my favorites vocally,
Heaven’s Gate. I think that this song is
beautiful! I couldn’t get enough of it
quite honestly. I have a hard time trying
to find a bad review for this song!! I
think that the solo vocals from Patrick
were stunning, and I’m sad that it’s
never been performed live! I don’t think
that there’s not much else I can say, and
a lot of other fans can agree!
Then, there is Champion. T
 his song
would have to be a gym song, at best. I
think again the same thing as Hold Me
Tight Or Don’t. When I think of this
song, I think of something I’d catch my
mom listening to. I don’t think the
earlier released songs are quite as good
as the post-album music (aside from The

Last Of The Real Ones)  I think that the
music is satisfactory at best. I hate to see
songs with such potential ruined by silly
things such as melody and rhyme.
Now, Sunshine Riptide. I think this song
was well written and well sung. This has
to be one of the most underrated songs
of the album. I really like the lyrics and
some of the reggae influences when Fall
Out Boy brings in their guest performer.
Overall, I think that this song deserves
more praise than it’s currently receiving.
Next up, Young And Menace. This song
was an introduction to the new style
changes of Fall Out Boy, is the first song
released from the album. I and others
can agree that this song was definitely
more like the old Fall Out Boy than any
other song. I think that this was a
beautifully written and sung song. I
think that it's a dance song, but not as
traditional as most people are used to.
Finally, Bishops Knife Trick. This song,
similar to Wilson (Expensive Mistakes). I
don’t think that Fall Out Boy intended to
make this music video into such a
throwback disaster. If you are unaware,
the music video is a spin-off of Thx Fr
Th Mmrs. I think that this is an amazing
song but, if only the fanbase could calm
down about certain few details, this
would make it even better of a song.
However, this album overall is amazing,
despite these little things. I hope that it
gains more popularity as we go on!
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Is Social Media Linked To Teen Stress?
By Liam Perez
A social media battle featuring several online contests and a diss
track, started due to some petty disagreement no one remembers
anymore, had ravaged many students’ social media presence for the past
week. Both of the students having this argument were significantly more
irritable, fixated on winning this argument battle. They continually
avoided interaction and acted in a spiteful manner throughout the
debacle, which could be linked to social media itself. “I would say they
were acting… they weren’t acting very funny,” according to a witness of
the event who refused to be named. This very scenario occurred in
Thorne Middle School’s 8th grade just last week, where two students
roped many into a passive-aggressive showdown. The most important thread in this discussion is that the
argument primarily occurred on social media, which likely had a hand in enabling the argument which caused
so much stress.
As seen in the above anecdote, a case could be made for the claim that social media usage can lead to
teen anxiety due to the social pressure. Additionally, a study produced by the Child Mind Institute determined
the effects of excess social media usage on teen stress. According to the research compiled by the Institute,
“...Snapchat, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram all led to increased feelings of depression, anxiety, poor body
image and loneliness.” Additionally, said survey determined that excess social media usage can lead to
inhibition of teens’ social skills. “There’s no question kids are missing out on very critical social skills… body
language, facial expression, and even the smallest kinds of vocal reactions are rendered invisible.”
This is a serious issue due to the debilitating effects of stress and poor social health on the human mind.
Excessive distress has a serious negative impact on the developing mind; stress is known to cause “high blood
pressure, fatigue, depression, anxiety and even heart disease,” according to ULifeline, an online health database
for college students. Poor social health has the ability to stunt social development, and those with poor social
development tend to experience more stress and loneliness, both of which can negatively impact health, said
study author Chris Segrin, head of the UA Department of Communication,” as reported by the University of
Arizona’s UA News. Social media won’t go away any time soon either; this new technology is revolutionary for
communication and social interaction, allowing for information to be shared all over the world from the comfort
of your home.
In order to test whether the hypotheses regarding social media usage and teen stress are true, I personally
created a survey known as Social Media/Stress Survey and sent it to Mrs. Cook’s Grade 8 Honors Language
Arts Class (Block 1) at Thorne Middle School as well as the Google Classroom webpage for the Thorne Middle
School newspaper. Starting January 9, 2019, investigations were initiated to determine if simply lowering social
media usage was capable of lowering teenage stress across the board by analyzing the answers of various
teenagers(ages 13-14 was the demographic of the study). The survey was completed via online form with four
questions, and asked about social media usage per week, levels of stress from 1-10, and how much social media
affects their interactions.
From the results of this survey, it can be concluded that most concerns about social media have some
quantities of truth in them, but are generally exaggerated. For one, only 30% of respondents claimed to feel any
pressure to alter themselves due to social media, and only 30% claimed to actively attempt to garner
likes/followers/reblogs/whatever. Additionally, while higher social media usage and answering yes to either of
the two above questions had limited correlation to higher stress, there was no evidence of causation. Perhaps the
best example of this is one respondent who claimed to use social media 9+ hours a week, actively alter
him/herself for social media, and deliberately fish for online praise... all while only having a stress level of 5/10.
A lesser example of this phenomenon is that one respondent claimed to use social media 2-5 hours a week and
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never make any attempts to gain likes, but still had a stress level of 6.5/10, the second highest response in the
survey.
Additionally, the summary of answers in the survey shows how social media and teen stress have
limited correlation. For example, the survey purports that 80% of respondents claim to use social media for at
least 2 hours each week. This would mean that social media usage is extremely common amongst teenagers,
with social media being used for a bare minimum of 17 minutes per day by most respondents. However, despite
this, stress levels among respondents is low. The most common response regarding stress levels was a 3/10, and
55.5% of applicants report stress levels of 5/10 or lower. Additionally, 70% of respondents claim that social
media does not pressure them to change in any way, and another 70% claims that they feel no need to seek
validation through likes/retweets/reblogs/upvotes/hearts/whatever else.
These results match with a paper on a similar subject compiled by the Harvard Graduate School of
Education, which states that “many of the pressures teens feel from social media are actually consistent with
developmentally normal concerns around social standing and self-expression,” as well as citing advice that
parents should “...check in with your teen about what’s going on.” Additionally, social media has been known
to have positive effects on the developing mind. According to a study produced by the Royal Society for Public
Health, social media can be used to provide emotional support. “Conversations on social media can emerge and
provide young people with essential interaction to overcome difficult health issues, particularly when they may
not have access to that support face-to-face,” according to the Society. Additionally, self-expression and the
maintenance of relationships are other potential uses of social media, according to the Royal Society. Due to
this, as well as the evidence of negative effects not being as bad as many claim, it can be concluded that the new
technology of social media should not be feared; rather, we should embrace it while being prepared to deal with
the potential negative effects of its use.
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