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Beginning a lesson with an interesting video or picture is an
effective way to get students engaged in a problem solving activity.
Graham Fletcher created some 3-act lessons that begin with a video
situation in which there is a math problem to solve. Show his
“Graham Cracker” video to your class without any introduction. Then
ask them the two questions: What do you notice? What do you
wonder? This video is aligned to the CCSS standards NBT 1 & 4, but
it makes a good exploration of the first grade geometry standard
relating to fractions: 1.G.A.3 Partition circles and rectangles into two
and four equal shares, describe the shares using the words halves,
fourths, and quarters, and use the phrases half of, fourth of, and
quarter of. Describe the whole as two of, or four of the shares.
Understand for these examples that decomposing into more equal
shares creates smaller shares.
Assuming 1 sheet of crackers in a whole, ask them to name
the parts as they are broken. Instead of asking how many graham
crackers are in the box, ask them how many haves or how many
quarters are in one package. Make counting fractions as normal as
counting other objects. This will help them develop number sense in
regard to fractions and ready them for their future work with fractions.
Find the video and others at http://gfletchy.com/graham-cracker/.

What strategies contribute to
effective formative assessment?
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Looking separately at the roles of the teacher, the
students, and the students' peers, research suggests
that effective assessment can be based on the
following five "key strategies":
Clarifying, sharing, and understanding what students are expected
to know.
Creating effective classroom discussions, questions, activities, and
tasks that offer the right type of evidence of how
students are progressing to the espoused learning
goals.
Providing feedback that moves learning for- ward.
Encouraging students to take ownership of their
own learning.
Using students as learning re- sources for one another.

Fourth marking period’s focus is twoand three-dimensional geometry.
Below are some great resources for
the following standards. All activities
can be used for small group
differentiated centers or for whole
class activities.
1 .G.A.1 At tri but es o f s hape s
Shape Walk – Walk the classroom,
school, or home for shapes in the
real-world. Discuss why they fit the
shape category.
Shape Detectives – Based on clues,
students guess the shape and record
it on their shape detective card.
1 .G.A.2 C ompos in g shape s
Triangle and Hexagon Cover Up –
Using your class set of pattern
blocks, have students compose
triangles and hexagons using
different blocks in the set, recording
their results in the chart below the
shape.
1 .G.A.3 P arti ti oni ng s hape s
Making a sandwich - Tell students
they will be making a sandwich with
their partner using: square bread,
round yellow cheese, and brown
rectangular turkey. The sandwich
must be shared fairly between the
partners. (Lesson plan attached.)

And for the iPad….
In the App store, look for these free
titles for you differentiated centers:
Il lu min ati on s Ma th
C on ce nt rati on – Great numbers
and shapes practice.
Pi zza F rac ti ons – identify the
fractions of the pizza.

