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Forever Broken:
How is the Gym Clock
Affecting Us?

______________________________
by: Katherine Lombardi
The gym isn’t just a place for
physical education classes.
Assemblies and pep rallies take
place in the gym, and it’s used as a
place for special events such as
school pictures. The gym also holds
the stage, where various shows
have been held there over the
years. The gym is arguably the most
important room in all of Thorne. So
naturally, the room would have
something as necessary and basic
as a working clock in there, right?
However, to many students’
surprise, it doesn’t. The clock in the
gym looks like all the others in the
building, except for the fact that the
last number doesn’t show. For
example, 10:34 would only show up
as 10:3, leaving people to wonder if
it’s 10:30, 10:39, or a time in
between. It’s been broken for as
long as any student can remember.
How is the lack of something so
important affecting the school? (p2)
For some reason, the clock is hardly

Eye on Local Business
by: 
Michaela Pala

Do you like beef jerky? How about
slim jim? If the answer to those
questions were a yes, then you may
like the healthier version of these…
biltong and droëwors (pronounced
drawvous) are available, and the
owner of a large company called
Braaitime (translating into Barbeque
Time in English) lives right here in
Middletown! The owner, Warren Pala,
was born in Africa and came to
America in his early twenties, and now
makes a living off of these snacks that
originated in Africa. These products
have 
no 
preservatives and 
no G
MO’s,
and have different flavorings using
allnatural spices. They are way
healthier than beef jerky and
according to the people who have

tasted it, way
tastier! This has
been this issue’s
Middletown
Business!

Extra! Extra!
Student For
Principal!
by: Benjamin Tooker
In the real world, the word
‘student’ and ‘principal’

are polar opposites,
especially at TMS. Nothing
is really separating the
barrier between the two,
nor breaking it, either.
The answer to this problem
is as simple as an article
for the newspaper. Before I
can begin, picture yourself
as the character in the
scenario below; Thorne is
hosting a principal for a
day program, and you are
going to run. It is 8:12
a.m.. You are sitting in
homeroom, waiting for the
morning announcements.
Today feels different.
(cont. pg 2)

a problem at assemblies and similar
events. The presentation starts and
ends at appropriate times, and
students rarely arrive at their
classes late due to the broken clock.
On the other hand, the clock is
majorly affecting the gym classes.
94% of students surveyed in a
poll say that they risk being late
to their next class due to getting
into the locker room at a late
time. 
“They (The gym teachers)
bring us in a minute before the bell
rings and then we don’t have
enough time. We are always late to
our next class, and our teachers get
mad,” an anonymous sixth grader
states.
“We have two or less minutes to
get changed,” says 8th grader
Mackenzie Kelly. “If we had the gym
clock, we could give the teachers a
headsup to bring us in at the
correct time,” says another eighth
grader, Carla Rios.
The issue is clear: The difficulty
of telling time (due to the clock) is
making students in gym late to the
locker rooms, and their classes that
follow their gym period. Every single
student, grades 6th to 8th, take P.E
in the gym with the broken clock.
They are all being affected by it. By
being late to their next class,
students’ miss important class time.
Student Council Presidents over
the years have used “fixing the gym
clock” as a promise they make in
their speeches. Obviously, none of
them have actually been able to do
that. Yet, you can’t blame the
students in the position of Student
Council President, getting the
budget money to fix the clock isn’t
an easy task. It’s a power that a
single member of Student Council
might not even possess.
Hopefully, maybe the clock will
finally
be fixed one day, but for now,
everyone at Thorne will have tolearn
how to live with the broken one.

The Force Awakens

(principal cont. from pg 1)
Little do

you know your prediction is
correct… What if you were
principal for a day?
The idea for a “Principal for a
Day” article sprouted a few weeks
ago. From there, it got bigger. A
little less than 170 people
participated. “I think I would be a
by: Katherine Lombardi
great principal,” says Liam Dacey.
He would make many changes
Thirtytwo years after the
such as removing the barrier in
thrilling conclusion to the original
the cafeteria, allowing gum in
trilogy, 
Return of the Jedi, 
the
school, being able to drink in
story from long, long ago in a
class, and best of all, pajama day
galaxy far, far away continues.
every Friday. He would also
The Force Awakens
is the
include an hour of free time in the
seventh movie in the Star Wars
middle of the day.
series, which has had a cult
“If I were principal for a day, I
following ever since A
New Hope
would make kids actually want to
in 1977. Throughout the three
go to school,” says Shannon King.
original movies and the three
“We could eat lunch outside and
prequels, fans have followed the
make sure we could chew gum in
story of galactic heroes like Luke
hallways.” That was when I saw a
Skywalker and Yoda, and sinister
pattern. Many people like Liam
villains like Darth Vader and Jar
and Shannon shared similar
Jar Binks. (If you’re that much of a opinions regarding what they
prequel hater, that is.)
would do if they were principal for
However, even fans who hate

a day. I then picked five popular
the prequels with a burning
topics, scanned over them, and
passion and feared for what a
then figured out how many people
new movie could be like will be
mentioned each topic in their
satisfied with 
The Force Awakens. response.
Would you...
The general premise of the film is
that Luke Skywalker has
Visit each class?
10
mysteriously vanished, and the
Remove the barrier in the
22
First Order has risen from the
cafe?
ashes of the Empire, lead by the
dark Kylo Ren, with one goal:
Allow cell phones?
23
Find and kill Luke Skywalker to
Include an extra/free period?
30
end the Jedis for good. The
(Study Hall)
Resistance, lead by General Leia
Organa, has formed in order to
Video Game Club?
9
stop the First Order from
Art/Drawing Club?
4
completing their mission.
(cont. pg 4)

Other clubs?

13

Stay or Go: Trends of
2015
by Amanda Krand
The new year has begun and that
means a fresh start. So I asked a
few people around school on which
trends from 2015 should stay this
year and which ones should go. I
have created with their help a top 6
list.
1. 
Stay: Colored Hair. 
Many
people around school (including
myself) thought the colored hair
from last year was cool. The
different styles you could do them
and just the colors in general really
popped.
Go: Just Do It. 
Some of
the students might complain about
this, but from the people I asked the
majority said it should go. In the
beginning when it first came out it
was funny. You could hear lots of
student saying it in the hallway, but
as it became older and older it just
became more annoying.
2.
Stay:
Pointed Nails.
When I asked
people what they
thought of this it
was actually
surprising that the
girls said it should
stay. Apparently they are still very
popular with some people.
Go: PINK Sweatshirts.
This one was on the boys. When I
asked them what
they thought should
go they said these
sweatshirts. Yes
half of the girls I
asked thought it
should go as well
and me personally I
don’t like clothes with the brand logo
on it.
3. Stay: High Waisted
Pants/Shorts. (cont. pg 4)

(from page 3
)
The

Force Awakens
is
a science fiction movie with
effects like no other. Watch the
beloved Millennium Falcon soar
through space just like in the old
movies, but in high quality.
Supreme Leader Snoke, who
seems to be the new Emperor
Palpatine, isn’t a just a man in a
black robe anymore (while that is
equally sinister in its own way),
he’s a colossal, frightening
creature sitting upon a throne.
He’s also voiced by Andy Serkis,
the voice of Gollum from Lord of
the Rings, which is a plus.
Episode VII is packed full
of action and adventure.
Whenever it’s a lightsaber battle
keeping you on the edge of your
seat, or the classic XWing ships
evading the TIE ones as they try
to attack the First Order’s base,
the thrilling rush of Star Wars
action isn’t absent from The Force
Awakens. Planets get blown up,
people get captured, the same
people make a narrow escape.
It’s got the classic action of any
Star Wars film. There’s even a bit
of a plot twist near the end that
will shock anyone. (Yeah, it’s not
Vader’s revelation from The
Empire Strikes Back, but it still
has to do with someone’s father!)
Just like in A
New Hope
,
we meet magnificent new heroes
Rey, Finn, and Poe. Even the
villain, Kylo Ren, is a
threedimensional character who
is just as interesting as our
protagonists. Familiar faces such
as Han Solo and Chewbacca join
our main cast in the middle of the film,
and of course we see the (More on the
next page)

“Principal for a Day,” Cont. from
pg 2

“I would let the children
use their cell phones,” says Mia. “I
know that there would still need to
be regulations, but at the end of
each period we could use our
phone for five minutes.” Like the
previous two candidates, Mia
mentioned she would allow
students to “chew gum!” Unlike
the previous two candidates, Mia
included she would include
consequences for students
sticking 
their
gum all around 
our
school. “Sometimes, that’s a
sticky problem. It’s not okay that
kids are destructing the school
property.” Mia seems she has
things under control and not
under our desks.
I learned many things from
writing this article, not just what
everyone would do if they were
principal. I learned that people, all
ages, genders, nationalities, etc.
can make an influence on the
school; even if it is just a minor
thing. This article was created so
these students can share their
opinions. 170 times one minds
certainly works better than one. If
this wasn’t true, why would the
U.S. be a democracy? I learned
that the quiet kid in class may
have more to say than you if they
got the chance. We should all
appreciate one another, even
though there does not seem like
any reason to appreciate them.
Who knows… deep inside, they
may know something, seen
something, or experience
something we would never
imagine.

I know many people who are still
wearing the high waisted pants it
being winter. No one seems to
bothered with them as much as they
could be like with the PINK
sweatshirts.
They aren’t really seen

as a trend to some because of how
often they are worn.
Go: Vine Quotes. 

If you
don’t know what I’m talking about
I’m talking about the stupid “what
are those!” and the “breakfast!”
things. Lets just say it can only go
for so long before these get
annoying because like half of the
other things they just repeat it so
much.
4. Stay: Band Shirts. 
If you
look around school sometimes you
would see that a good amount of
people wear them. It could be
because they like that band or they
went to their concert or they thought
it was cool. I don’t know their
reasoning, but the student body
says stay.
Go: Overplayed Songs.
Now the phase itself isn’t the trend
it’s the songs like 
Whip Nae Nae
and 
Hotline Bling
. Whenever you
listen to the radio I don’t know how
many times I can tell you that
Hotline Bling,
Hello

, or 
Sorry
is
played. There are many other good
even great songs that instead of
playing them they play the
overplayed songs.
5.
Stay: Flannels. 

They aren’t
a new trend honestly. They always
appear in Autumn and Spring.
Sometimes in the Summer tied
around the waist. I wear them, girls
wear them, guys wear them.
Enough said.
Go: Crocs. 
This one I find funny.
Carla Rios suggested this one. I did
ask people this and they agreed. I
thought they went years ago.
According to the people I ask, “They
won’t ‘die’ that’s the problem.
Cont. pg 5)

(The Force Cont.)lovable droids
R2D2 and C3PO, as well as the new
droid, BB8. Similar to the majority of
the
A New Hope
cast back then, 
The
Force Awakens 
contains unknown
actors who now make a name for
themselves with all their memorable
performances.
The Force Awakens 
is filled
with a mix of sadness and happiness,
despair and hope, similar to the first
movie of the original trilogy, Episode
IV. There’s the fall of beloved
characters at the hands of the
Empire/First Order, yet there’s the rise
of heroes who fight
bravely against the evil who took their
friends from them. Even after the main
tragedy of the film, the new heroes nor
the fans can be shaken, for we both
keep going, fighting the dark side and
hoping for a victory for the light. The
movie is truly an emotional ride for any
hardcore Star Wars fan.

Seeing 
The Force Awakens
on it’s opening night, I sat with fellow
fans, each of us clapping at the
introduction of a well known face or
the iconic yellow title scrawl on the
starry screen, and also cheering for
Rey when she picked up the
lightsaber for her first battle with Kylo
Ren. Not only is the force awakening,
the fans are awakening once again,
stronger than ever, ready to follow the
new chapter in the beloved saga. 
Star
Wars: The Force Awakens
is a must
see, so go home and rewatch all three
(or six, if you can get yourself through
The Phantom Menace
) movies, and
get ready for the movie we’ve all been
waiting for. May the force be with you.”

Drama Club

Undertale
Kristina Rogers
A new online game is becoming
very popular, Undertale. Undertale is
a roleplaying-video game made by an
independent developer Toby fox. He
wrote, designed, and composed the
game, with additional art by Temmie
Chang. The game was released on
September 15, 2015 for Microsoft
Windows and OS X. This game is
very much like older RPGs like
Earthbound and Shin Megami Tensei,
but still has a modern feel to it.
Undertale takes place somewhere
called “The Underground.” The
Underground is where many monsters
have been exiled by the humans in a
war long ago. You play as a human
that fell to the underground, Frisk
(the human) is guided and taught how
to “act” and “fight” by Toriel once
she falls to the underground, since
many other monsters want revenge
against the humans.
The main character/player
is named Frisk, they
are
the only human in the
underground, since
they had fallen into Mt.
Ebott. Frisk is fueled by
DETERMINATION which makes up
their SOUL. Each human has a
SOUL their SOUL is even more
powerful than all the monster in
the underground. Frisk‛s gender
and age is undetermined, so really
you can use any pronouns/age for
them. Frisk is a child in the game,
since they wear a striped shirt, as

stated in the game.
There‛s another big variety
of “main characters” in the game,
which include Toriel and Asgore,
(more on the next page)

6.
Stay: Acapella. 
It’s a
newer app where you can sing up to
3 minutes or a full
song. It has
different boxes
like you can have
4 boxes and you
record something
for each boxes
and it all comes together as if you’re
singing acapella by yourself or with
people. The reason this is as the
end is because…
Go: Music.ly. 
I don’t like
music.ly and appenetly neither does
a lot of people. I know of you will
think well me and my friends like it,
but this is of the majority of people I
asked. The reason people hate it, I
think, is because it’s ridiculous
especially the movements they do.
It’s just if you watched some you
would understand what I mean and
when they make these weird faces!
Not something I recommend.
Looking forward to the new year,
let’s hope the good trends stay with
us for sometime longer while the
bad ones disappear as quickly as
possible.

By Carla
Rios

Do you know
anyone involved
in Drama this
year? Chances
are, you might! This year the drama
club is doing 
The Little Mermaid JR.
Around 300 people tried out for drama
and about 150 got in for either cast or
crew.
Charles Thumm and Carla Rios are
the managers of the play this year.
They both work along with Mrs.
McDermott and Mrs. Mess to make
sure everything goes smoothly and
things get done.
There will be student as well as
public plays on March 22nd so come
on out to watch them!
You're guaranteed a fantastic time.

Read Any Good Books Lately?

(Undertale cont.)two goat like
humanoid creatures, Asgore having
a more lion-like appearance. Sans
and Papyrus, two skeleton brothers.
Undyne, a human like fish creature.
Alphys a stout reptile-monster of
similar height to the protagonist,
And Metalton, a robot built by
Alphys, rumored to impress King
Asgore. Even two of the creators
of the game star in it, in a way, as
Temmie and Annoying dog. These
two characters represent Toby Fox
and Temmie Chang, who stars as
Temmie, in Tem Village. To find out
more about the game, you might
want to play it yourself! You can
download the game on Steam for
(about) $10.00, with the
soundtrack about $18.00
!

____Book Review__
Gone
by: 
Michaela Pala

Have you read this book?
Yes? Then you must
know about the mind
Hey You, probably on your laptop
boggling puzzlement of
reading this right now.Wanna read a great
Sam and his friends when
book? Well I know one. It’s called all the people over 15 disappear! Oh,
WarriorsInto the Wild. 
The main you didn’t? Well now.. that won’t be a
character is named Rusty, and he has aproblem.
This book by Michael Grant is
fiery orange pelt.
fantastically written, and leaves you
He is asked to
wishing you had the next book in the
series. When the adults disappear, the
join the 4 wild
town renamed F.A.Y.Z is thrown into
clansWind Clan,
havoc. Kids start developing powers,
Shadow Clan,
and the ones who don’t might get
River Clan, and
jealous. Children are forced to grow
Thunder Clan.
up way faster than they should, and a
full on civil war has begun between
The warrior code
two of the most powerful boys in the
threatened
F.A.Y.Z.
greatly.
In the first out of five in its huge series,
Thunderclan is
this book won’t erase itself from your
memory… full of action and
in danger, and Shadow Clan cats are
adventure,
big questions needs to be
growing stronger every day. Noble
answered… 
What is taking the
warriors are dyingsome deaths are
adults? Where are they going? And
more questionable than others.
what happens to them…

WarriorsInto the Wild
by: Cassidy Cudjoe

Lunch Time Talk With
Mr. Smith
by: Sophia Haber Brock
I
f you could have any other job
here at Thorne for a day (math
teacher, science teacher, secretary,
student) which would it be and
why?
I would choose to be one of our
counselors because they are not tied to
a bell schedule and they can provide
students with help and strategies that
can help them in the classroom.
Where do you spend most of your
time in a day?
Probably not in my office. I like to
spend most of my time out and about
the school. A lot of times, in my office,
it is not about a positive issue.
What do you do on an average day
(45 important things)?
1.
I meet with students to discuss
behavior.
2. I call and conference with parent for
many reasons.
3. I spend time in the halls and
cafeteria with the students.
4. Meetings with other faculty
members with different issues
5. A number of small decisions with
the operation on the school safety.
What is your favorite thing to do as
vice/principal?
IN SCHOOL Friday radio show at the
end of the day.
OUTSIDE SCHOOL Spend time with
my daughters and wife.
In one word how would you
describe your day at Thorne?
Awesome
FUN FACT ABOUT MR.SMITH‐ HE
WENT TO SCHOOL HERE!!!!!

Teacher Spotlight-An
interview with 
one of
the
most funniest teaches in the
school,
Mr. Gibbons.
by: Kaitlyn Pedersen
What was your favorite thing
to do growing up?
My favorite thing was
playing soccer.
Did you have any siblings?
Y
es I do, one older sister
What middle school did you
go to?
Shorehan Wading River
Middle School
When did you decide to be a
history teacher?
l was a math teacher
teacher for one year. Then
when I came here I decided
I wanted to be a history
teacher.
What is your favorite part
about being a teacher?
Inspiring students to learn
more about history.

The Lions Roar
Teacher Spotlight ~ Mr. Canter
#1What inspired you become a
music teacher?~ 
A mix of love
for music and teaching
students.
#2What’s the name of your
middle school?~ 
Dow Avenue
school Ocean Township.
#3 What’s your favorite
instrument?~
The tuba is my
favorite instrument.
#4 Do you have any
siblings?~
sister marilynne
she is a retired math
teacher. I have a younger
brother mitchell he
teaches radio and tv
production for college.
#5 What’s your favorite thing
about teaching a music class
~
Listing over the course of
the year to see the
students improve and see
them become musicians.
#6 What´s your first job?~ 
A
busboy at perkins pancake
house .
By~Emily Daygoo & Victoria
Ottinger

Wreaths Across
America
by: Sydney
Monchik
Wreaths Across America is an
association that goes around the
U.S. and give wreaths to Gold Star
mothers. Their goal is to put a

wreath on the tombs of the soldiers
that had died. 
Morrill Worcester
started this 
organization. For more
than 4 years the students in student
council have been helping. We help
the soldiers give wreaths to the Gold
Star mothers. 
Mrs. Nowles,

Corporal Thorne’s sister, brought
the program to Thorne. Corporal
Thorne is who Thorne Middle
School school is named after. About
70 people are helping and the Gold
Star families are always kind to
those people. Ms.Knouse, 8th grade
science teacher, helps because she
likes to support what the
organization does and is part of a
gold star family. Wreaths Across
America supplies all the wreaths for
the tombs and mothers. All the kids
love to help!

Cold Chorus, Warm Hearts
by: Isabella D’Errico
On a chilly December 9th, the
Thorne Middle School chorus
class went to the Vietnam
Memorial to sing some merriful
toons for the veterans. The
chorus members arrived early to
help set up, so they had to endure
the cold, harsh weather. Then
they had their lunch outside while
they waited for their time to sing.
Already they were exposed to a
good 3 hours of the harsh
weather. Finally, everyone arrived
which meant the chorus members
were allowed to sing. They sang
the song 
God Bless America
, then
stood for the rest of the
ceremony. Once it was over, the
veterans were given the choice to
listen the carols sung by the
chorus members or go inside to
view Vietnam memorials in the
museum. The veterans choose to
go inside into the warm building,
so the helpless chorus members
were stuck singing carols in the
cold to the parents that came, the
principal, some teachers and the
people who were packing up the
metal chairs for the set.
Finally, their day in the cold
ended.

Op/Ed: Phones In School
By: Frances Forte
Chromebooks-we’ve got them.
They used to be a very interesting form
of technology to use. If a class was
writing down definitions, instead of
searching through a dictionary, you
would open up
a chromebook.
But then they
suddenly got
boring. Almost
every school (in
the
Middletown
Township) has
chromebooks.
Remember
about three years ago, and how excited
we were when we started using
chromebooks? Of course we remember!
But that was years ago. What we don’t
remember- using phones. For students
8th grade and below, they can not wait to
be allowed to use phones in High School.
It may sound terrible, but phones have
gotten to the point where some students
may even consider it their most loved
possession.
Using a cell phone prepares students
for adult life. Schools should be
preparing children for this time in their
life. There are endless jobs that benefit
from smart phones. Mechanics,
engineers, doctors, and grocers. How do
smartphones
help these
jobs?
Mechanicsthey order
products.
Engineersblueprints. Doctors- calculate and look
into proper dosage proportions. Grocerscheck what is and what is and what is not
in stock. Students in the future must be
tech-savvy, or it may interfere with their
career. The schools say they want to
prepare their children for the future. But
technology plays a role in this world, as
well. (more…)

Nintendo: A Brief History

by: Matthew Kirman
Imagine you‛re a kid in the
game store in the 80‛s. waiting
excitedly in line with mom to get
your new NES. Fast Forward to a
new kid waiting to get a SNES , do
it again to see someone waiting for
an N 64 and next game cube. These
are the systems that made
Nintendo so famous.
From the Arcades
Nintendo was the popular

gaming company whose characters
won the hearts of millions. It
started in the arcades but then
advanced to the first popular
console, the
NES 
(picture to the
right). It
was
released in
1983 and it
contained
everyone's favorite Nintendo icons
and released remarkably popular
games. This little system started a
generation of systems.
What made the system so
great was most likely the beloved
games turned into 
cartridges
for a
home system. One of the main
issues were the cartridge problems
such as games not loading due to
dirty 
cartridges
. The biggest issue
was not back then but today. The
graphics are horrible compared to
today's graphics.
Popularity
After that Nintendo started to

become more and more popular.
With the popularity of its new
system Nintendo started to work
on a follow up
system called
the 
SNES
. It
was released in
1990 and
contained
everything
people loved but with better (more
on next page..)

The Time of Giving
The Toy Drive and M
rs. Nolan
by Isabella D’Errico
The holiday season is a time for
family, gifts, giving back and pure joy.
Unfortunately, there are 
stil
l children
and families that aren’t able to receive
toys or food for Christmas. However,
as an annual tradition for 12 years,
Thorne Middle School’s nurse, Mrs.
Nolan, holds a toy drive to help those
kids. She told me, “My motive for this
is to honestly help the town that I live
in.” She also states, “My favorite thing
about this whole process is seeing the
kids have a good time and help out.”
To get the money they need to buy the
toys, she collaborates with her peer
leaders group by creating some
fundraiser schemes. This year the
group sold Thorne water bottles for
$5, candy grams and candy bars
(chocolates, sour related things etc.)
for $1. Their fundraisers gave them a
total of $900. Finally, on Dec. 18th
right after school at around 2:45, they
set out to Target to collect toys for the
children. The children divided
themselves into 16 groups. With the
16 groups, they managed to buy tons
of toys for all ages. Once they finished
collecting all the toys, they headed out
to the New Monmouth Baptist Church
at around 6:30. They lugged all the
toys into the church using shopping
carts. Once all the toys were in there,
they handled and organized the
canned foods that would be set to
each family. However Mrs. Nolan
helped “shop” for the kids and helped
create bags of toys for each child.
After an hour passed, things started to
slow down and things were almost
finished. So once all the boxes were
filled with canned goods for each
family and all the children had toys
bought for them, they left at around
8:30.

Another reason students should
have their rights to use phones is for
safety and privacy reasons. Children may
be a victim of bullying. Say the victim is
uncomfortable- the student should have
the right to ask the teacher if they could
step out into the hallway to make an
urgent call to their parent/guardian. The
victim may feel more comfortable talking
to a family member instead of sitting at a
desk in the guidance counselor's office.
The parents will talk to the counselor
from there. Or, a student may have
forgotten something. They can just pull
their phone out and make a quick call
home, telling a parent about the situation,
requesting them to bring it to school,
instead of walking to the office and
getting off task. Before a student can take
out the phone, they 
MUST
tell a teacher
before they do so.
A student may forget a
chromebook. Somehow, students manage
to remember to tuck away their phones in
their lockers, pockets, and purses, while
they may forget to pack their
chromebook in their bookbag, because
they were hurrying to throw on a coat
and rush out the door. There are many
apps for educational purposes for
smartphones, just in case a student
forgets the chromebook, such as the
Google drive app, the google documents
app, the google classroom app, and more.
Say somehow, the school
budget is getting extremely low. It would
be possible to stop giving out the
majority of Chromebooks. Most of the
children will have iPhone, iPods, Galaxy
phones, smartphones, etc. In the end,
only a few children will be left with
chromebooks.
In my opinion, I strongly
suggest that schools should approve
cellphones to be used inside of school.
Everybody has the right to agree or
disagree. I respect your opinion, and I
truly hope you respect mine.

graphics. It is no surprise that this
brand console was received really
well. It had amazing games and was
amzing itself- definitely a
successful remake.
With this popularity
Nintendo started to work a
revolutionary idea, the first 
64 bit
console. Thats right, the first ever
console with 3D graphics. They
called this the Nintendo 64.
Released in 1996 this console was
phenomenal because it was new and
the controls were good. It was the
first console to project
3D-amazing.
Stepping into the future
After so much success

nintendo decided to release
another console, the gamecube. The
gamecube was exactly as it sounds
like a cube with games. It was
released in 2001 this was a great
3D console with
great games.
This console
was received
really well with the pros being
quality titles, family friendly
games, excellent wireless controls
and four ports for controllers as
stated by the video game critics.
However they also say that the the
controller is weird and the library
of games is pretty small.
Further on Nintendo
decided to make more consoles like
the DS and the WII but the NES,
SNES, nintendo 64, and the
Gamecube were only a couple of the
systems. They made a company
famous and brought the gaming
industry out of the crash in 1983.
Now time to leave you with a
question: What would have
happened if Nintendo didn‛t make
these systems?
Source: "Video Game Reviews by the Video Game
Critic." 
Video Game Reviews by the Video Game
Critic
. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 Jan. 2016
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Feature Article

Electives Uncovered
Discover how popular your 6th grade elective is this year
by Benjamin Tooker


We are all very familiar with the term e
lective
being middle schoolers. It was only a couple months ago we all had to choose one.
It’s true, every student who reads this article is familiar with their elective and what electives there are. None of us actually know how
and why many kids chose an elective. Up until now, this has been secret information, only the school having access to it. Up until
now, none of us have ever pondered on this subject. Up until now, students would ever guess that the 
Lion’s Roar
would feature such
an article. That all ends now.
With the help of the guidance office, I uncovered this information, performed some simple (not that simple) math, and
transformed all of the information into one article. With the help of google forms, we collected student opinions about their electives.
Here’s the scoop:
This year, like many others, each grade in Thorne Middle School is provided with a couple of different electives. 6th graders
can choose from band, chorus, or exploratory (cycle). Each one focuses on a different skill and can require students to learn a skill
beforehand or sacrifice time. Depending on the student’s interests, they will either praise an elective or despise of it. This section will
showcase their opinions, along with further information about each one.
Get to know your 6th grade electives:
Band:
Teaching students about instruments ranging from flutes to trumpets, band has always been a popular choice. Before attending
this class, 6th graders must know how to read music and know how to play an instrument available to the band. Students taking this
course are required to participate in a winter concert, spring concert, and at graduation to be graded for performance. In 6th grade,
students will learn about scales, playing techniques, various rhythm exercises, and learn to play various types of group music such as
march and classical show music.
Chorus:
Thorne’s 6th grade chorus class is a new hope for students who always had that perfect singing voice as well as students who
always had enjoyed singing. This class will aid the student’s vocal performance with the concepts of tone quality, harmony,
counterpoint, and with breathing techniques. Like band, students are required to participate in school recitals and concerts.
Exploratory:
For the students that aren’t so musically skilled, like a wellrounded course, or just have a lot of time on their hands,
exploratory would seem like the ideal elective. This course includes four classes that last a marking period each. This includes study
skills, art appreciation family & consumer science (I’m in charge), and music appreciation. Here are the four:
● Study Skills:
This class aims to assist 6th graders on their transition from elementary school to middle school using projects
to demonstrate organization, time management, website evaluation, collaboration, and more. This class is available to all 6th
graders, but on a onceaweek basis over the course of the entire school year.
● Art Appreciation:
The goal of this class is to introduce students to famous works of art of the past which they will apply to
the present. This class will show students how historical influences and culture have affected different works of art. They will
then apply that knowledge with the principles of art to their own artwork.
● Family & Consumer Science:
It’s anything a parent could ask for. This class teaches students to be safe and responsible if at
home alone. It shows students how to be ready for everyday events to emergency situations. As a bonus, Family & Consumer
throws in child care and firstaid.
● Music Appreciation:
This class teaches students about various styles of music from different periods of music. This includes
some of the culture from that period, instruments from that period, and composers from that period. Students will learn about
the origin of Western music as another lesson.
Stats:
Using google forms, we asked some 6th graders and some 7th and 8th graders what their opinion about the elective they
chose this year or the year when they were 6th graders. First, the opinions were collected,
changed, and added to this article. The forum asked what elective the students chose, why they
chose it, if they would recommend it to others, and if they could add any elective to the
curriculum, what it would be. “Nap time,” says Emily Maynard. “25 % of kids fall asleep in
class.” Though nap time seems like the ideal period for kids who would rather stay forever in

kindergarten, another student seems to have ideal electives for students who are preparing for later life early. One student would like
there to be workshop, home decor, and most of all, life skills. Mackenzie Kelly has a similar point of view. She believes there should
be more domestic “necessities” like sewing, cooking, or wood shop. Shelby Copeman would like to include drama in the 6th grade
curriculum. “I wouldn’t add any,” says Siobhan D. Siobhan believes that “the program Thorne now has great choice options.” Some
people like Siobhan feel that we should leave Thorne’s curriculum just the way it is.
The question mainly focused on in the form asked participants why they chose the elective they did in 6th grade, why they
did or did not like it, and why they did not choose the other electives provided. “To be honest, I chose chorus for two reasons,” 6th
grader Emma Robson told me. She chose chorus because, “I really wanted to go to six flags and that's where we are going.” Emma
also said she liked to sing. However, other students have a different point of view.
“I chose cycle because I saw it had art, and I am inspired by art. Band and chorus aren’t really my thing.” Sophia Gross had a
similar opinion. “
The reason I chose cycle is because I know that it includes art and I love art. I also picked it because I wanted to try
different things every marking period.” There were many other opinions. too. 
“I wanted to try multiple subjects, not just one. Band
and chorus sound fun, but I wanted to try new things like art appreciation, music appreciation , study skills , and family and
consumer.”
And last and definitely not least, band. “
When I first started band in elementary school, I loved it so much,” says a sixth
grade student attending band. “I never wanted to stop playing an instrument.” The student also said they played the piano apart from
school. Many people including, Emilee Underwood, attended band in elementary school and did not want to return. “I chose chorus. I
chose chorus because I liked to sing and I didn't chose band because I have been doing it since 4th and 5th grade and I didn't have that
much time to practice.”
The only topic that was not covered in this article yet were the teachers teaching each class and some other stats… up until
now. Along with the total number of students attending each 6th grade elective, we've collected the teachers teaching each class, the
number of classes for each elective, and how many students are attending each class. It was discovered that the average number
students attending the two band classes is 27, while the average attending the three chorus
class is 26.3, while the average attending the eight art appreciation classes is 13.5. You
could ask this question to anyone in Thorne, and they will all tell you the same answer: Mr.
Canter teaches all band classes. It’s what he’s known for. One question that no one could
answer off the bat could be how many chorus students are taught by Mrs. Mari, and how
many are taught by Mr. Canter. It turns out that Mrs. Mari taught 67 students as opposed to
the 16 students taught by Mr. Canter. Right away, students would consider that a small class.
If you are in cycle, you may already be used to it. The largest Art Appreciation class is one
less than the smallest band class made of 16 students. During research, it was discovered
that Mrs. Mulcahey taught or is going to teach the minority of the cycle students (51
students) as opposed to the amount of students Mrs. Varno teaches (57 students). I am not
trying to change your mind about the elective you chose, I’m just exposing different points
of view throughout the school. I’m glad you chose the elective you chose as well as
choosing to read this article.

Poetry:
Two paths you must choose from
one you must take
will your choice be correct
or will it be a mistake
Only you can choose for you
not anyone else
will you be independant
or try to help
because only you can choose
only you can see
how many presents
under that christmas tree
naughty or nice
coal or paradise
under that tree
that very christmas night
Michaela Pala

Jumping Games
by Cassidy Cudjoe
“Chara? Sister C?” Frisk’s calm hands gently shook Chara until
she woke up from her bedroom.
“Yeah, Frisk?” Chara opened her emerald green eyes until she
could see clearly.
“Your breakfast is almost ready.” Frisk addressed, swiftly
turning around to go downstairs.
Chara groaned, as she was still in her sleeping state. The
brunette changed her light gray shirt to a greenyellow that had
sequence all over.
“Ma, what’s for breakfast?” Chara joyfully fled down the flight
of stairs to reach the kitchen.
“Eggs and ham. Would you like bacon with or without it?”
Chara’s mother,Dawn, asked. “Sure.” She answered. Chara
received her breakfast, and ate it quick as possible. The egg was
a scrumptious scramble, and ham neatly sliced on top of it.

Winter Trouble:
A Short Story Installment by Kaitlyn Pedersen
I could see the warm air coming out of my mouth. I
was huddled in my seat, trying to keep my whole
body warm, but it didn’t work. The cold penetrated
my winter coat, forcing goose bumps to go up the
back of my neck. All I could think about was finding
and escape but I knew that even hope wouldn’t be
enough to get out.
“I can’t believe that you got us into this mess!”
“Relax. I’m sure help is on the way.”
“Have you tried your phone yet?”
“Well no… But i’m sure they will come looking for us.”
“When?! For all they know we're not going to be back
until tomorrow.”
“It’s not my fault you didn’t tell me to stay on the
road.”
“That was all I was saying. Stay on the road!”
That was all remember. I yelled at her until my throat
hurt. Then we both went silent. I collapsed back into
my chair, and closed my eyes. She was on me again.
“I can’t believe you! All I wanted was a nice relaxing
trip to the concert, and now you have ruined it!
“Me! You think I did this! Wow! Just when I thought
you couldn’t‐ Maybe if you stopped yelling at me,
maybe we could get out of here.
“How?”
“I have a plan. I don’t know if it will work, but we
have to try it. The car started to rumble and shake. I

To

fell forward. We both did. Just before it stopped....

be Continued

“You should get ready for school, Chara,” Dawn stated, “Also,
Frisk, please make up your bed so it’s nice and tidy.”
Frisk bounded up the stairs. Chara finished her breakfast and put
the plate in the sink. After, she brushed her teeth and got her
schoolbag prepared for Middle School. “Okay. I’m ready.”
Frisk appeared to the left side of her, grinning as wide as he
possibly could. “Fine. Let’s go to School, it’s probably gonna be
boring.” Chara sighed.
“Wait, we’re forgetting something.” Chara added. “Asriel!” The
two exchanged glances. “Asirel?” Frisk ran back upstairs,
calling. “Asriel went to school early for extra help in Math.”
Mom answered to Frisk’s call. “Oh.” Chara said. “Well, let’s
go.” Chara started to walk out the door.
She gasped. Her heart almost stopped. “Wait for me Ch”
Frisk’s jaw also dropped.
“Where are we?” He asked, filled with awe.
continued…..
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