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Thorne Shows Off
Virtual Reality in
2016 Tech Expo!
Katherine Lombardi
Despite the closing of
schools due to primary voting,
computer teachers Mrs. Connelly,
Mr. Webster, and a small group of
Thorne students visited Middletown
High School South on Tuesday,
June 7, to present Thorne’s latest
use of virtual reality (VR) technology
in the classroom, during the 2016
Tech Expo. The expo lasted from
6pm to 7pm, and students had
arrived about thirty minutes earlier to
the MHSS cafeteria, in order to set
up.
While the number of
presenting schools, along with the
number of visitors, was lower than
previous years, Thorne’s table was
still a hot topic for most attending the
expo. With many VR viewers, such
as Google Cardboard, the students
and teachers explained and
demonstrated the technology to
parents, students and teachers, and
talked about how Thorne was using
it in the classroom, in ways like
“virtual field trips”.
(continued on pg. 2)

8th Graders Prepare For The End
of the Year
Katherine Lombardi
With very few days left until June 23rd, the last day of
school, all of Thorne is getting ready to close up the school
year, but no one is as busy as Thorne’s 8th graders.
Besides studying for quartiles and other final tests/quizzes,
graduation practices start in the last week of school, and the
practices can take up to many hours. As a reminder to 8th
graders, you can not graduate if you have failing grades, or
have not turned in/paid for all school property, such as
chromebooks and gym locks.
The actual graduation ceremony will be held on June
23rd at High School South. Usually, graduation ceremonies
are held the day after the final day of school, but due to
multiple snow days this year, the schedule has been
changed to make graduation June 23rd for Thorne.
(continued on pg. 2)
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8th Grade Prepares for End of Year (Cont.)!
After school ends at 12:30pm, 8th graders have been given an hour and fifteen minutes to get
ready for gradation, because they must be at HSS at 1:45pm. The ceremony begins at 2:30pm.
On June 6th, the 8th grade picnic/pool party was held at the Middletown Swim Club during
school hours. The students were separated into multiple bus groups, and the drive to the swim club
was very brief. 8th graders swam at the swim club, and ice skated at Middletown Ice World, the ice
skating complex linked to the Middletown Swim Club. The 8th graders also had lunch at one point
during their trip, and a DJ was there playing music and taking song requests. The event was paid for
by the Thorne PTA, who raised the money through fundraising. The party was originally scheduled for
June 3rd, but moved to the following Monday, the 6th, because of inclement weather.
On June 10th, the 8th graders held another celebration, the 8th grade luau. It was held in a
decorated gym from 6pm to 8:30pm. Soda, pizza, and candy was served in the hallway next to the
gym. Like the pool party, a DJ was at the event. Students were given plastic leis to compliment the
hawaiian/beach styled outfits many of them were wearing. Many 8th graders thought it was an
enjoyable and memorable time.
With many students going to different high schools in the fall, the few next weeks will be the
last time these students are together as a class before graduation.

Thorne Shows Off Virtual Reality in 2016 Tech Expo
(Cont.)!
There was also a mini-movie displayed on a computer showcasing the experiences of Thorne students
when a Google employee visited the school to bring this new technology to us. Some popular VR apps
used were roller coaster simulators, the horror VR
“Sisters”, and the Cirque du Soleil VR.
Some attendees of the expo were district
superintendent Dr. George, and a few elementary
teachers who had previously had some of the students
years before. There were also multiple families of
presenting students, along with local people of
Middletown who were interesting in seeing the expo. The
presenting schools were Thorne, Thompson, Middletown
Village, High School North, Port Monmouth, and New
Monmouth.
While Thorne did not do this, some presenters
displayed their work outside of the cafeteria, opting to
use a single classroom instead. These “Technology Classes” ran from 6pm to 6:30pm, and 6:30pm to
7pm.
This was the district’s fifth tech expo since the program’s debut in 2011. Overall, it was another
successful year in displaying Thorne’s use of modern technology in the classroom.
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PARCC Is Administered, But Not Without Issues!
Katherine Lombardi
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) test, was
planned to be first administered to students on Wednesday April 20, 2016. However, there was a
technical issue with the PARCC site, and schools across the state were unable to take the test. Thorne
Middle School students assumed a normal schedule.
The following day, the tests were cancelled again, to many
students’ surprise and delight. Unlike the previous day, the
computer issues did not seem to be happening outside of the
Middletown district. Students went along the day as normal,
once again. Many classes did not do any/much work,
because they were expecting the PARCC to take up the
majority of the day.
On Friday, the PARCC test finally began with the ELA Part 1. Students took the test, and either
read a novel or sat quietly until all of those in the room had finished. The test proctors then collected
earbuds, mice, pencils, and scrap paper, and the students talked with friends or used Chromebooks for
a short time. Directed by a voice announcement, they went to third period. The students then followed a
shortened schedule, with classes out of order, each period lasting about 25 minutes.
A similar outcome happened every day of the PARCC, just with different tests taken. The other
testing days were back-to-back schooldays, with the exception of Thursday, April 28. It was “Take Your
Child to Work Day”, and with the anticipation of many absent students, PARCC was pushed back a day.
PARCC was shorter than the previous year, and 2016 was Thorne’s second year of the test. The
NJASK Science 8 was also taken by 8th grade students on May 25, 2016, for the first four periods of
the school day. No major issues happened on the day of the NJASK, unlike PARCC.

I Signed It!
Michaela Pala
I signed IT! Wait…. What’s IT? That’s where this info
comes in: IT refers to a large poster-board in Ms. Connelly’s
computer classroom that tons of students have signed. IT is a
growing movement for you to do one or more kind act a day; it
isn’t that hard, and the only consequences are a smile and a
kind atmosphere.
Why don’t you hop on by Ms. Connelly’s room and ask
her if you could sign it? The only difficulty you may have is a lack
of signing space, but other than that you can become an IT
signer today! You will get a sticker saying that you sighed IT, that
you can stick anywhere you want! Be sure to spread the word about IT: there’s no obligation apart from
your own ability to stick to your own word and be kind!
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Types of Detention At Thorne!
Matthew Giallanza
Last friday, I got to have an exclusive interview with the guidance teacher (Basically, I got detention).
In Thorne, there are four kinds of detentions- lunch, office, friday, and community service. Friday
office detention & friday detention mix, usually in Mr. Ryan’s room. I’m going to explain each kind of
detention.
Lunch Detention - Lunch detention is when you either talk in class or disturb the teacher. The
teacher can give you this if you're being severely disruptive in class. Usually, you can do extra class
work while you eat. You can also read. If you don’t have a book or work, you can sit there and just
eat. This happens during your lunch period.
Office Detention - Office detention is like after school detention. The only catch is that you sit in the
office. You can either read a book or do some work. It last until 3:15, unless it’s an early dismissal.
Then it would end at 12:45.
Friday Detention - Friday detention is the worst out of the four. You sit in Mr. Ryan’s room for 2
hours. You can do homework or read a book. The 6th grade guidance counselor watches you. You
can do homework or read a book. At 5:00 she makes sure you have a ride and let’s you out.
Sometimes the office detention group joins you.
Community Service - Community service is exactly what it sounds like. You go around, up or
downstairs, cleaning tables. Yay! This ends at 3:30.
These are the different kinds of detentions. You most likely won’t want to experience detention for
yourself. For those who had detention before, don’t get it again!

6th Graders Take Trip To Medieval Times!
Kristen Pisano
As you may know, recently the majority of the sixth graders had a trip to Medieval Times on
May 11th. Many students had backed out on it because of the bus seating arrangements. If you did
not know, Medieval Times is where you get to chat with your friends, and root for your team while the
knights are fighting in the darkness. While you
are enjoying your day of relaxation they also
provide you with chicken, along with corn and a
potato wedge, and for your dessert, two
chocolate cookies. While the show was going
on, students were purchasing souvenirs, but
were complaining about the expensiveness for
just one item. As this was going on many
students did not like the food, nor the show. In
the end of this, again, children thought it was a
waste and wanted their money back because
their knight lost and maybe because they just did not like the service.
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Being Grounded!
Haley Karabinos
Being grounded is the worst thing you could ever be. Here is a couple different types of being
grounded. Some are being in your room, You can't leave the house, and when you get your
phone taken away from you. I will tell you about all of them.
Being in your room!
Being in your room is the worst. One reason is because when you're in your room you usually
have to sit on your bed in your room. Sometimes some parents let you read and play but you still have
to be in your room.
Don't leave the house
When you can't leave the house that might be bad but that is not the worst. It's not the worst
because you can still do stuff. You can still watch TV, play with your sibling and so on.
Phone taken away
When you get your phone taken away, this is pretty bad. First, you not only can’t text your
friends, but you can't call or FT (Facetime) them. But the good thing is that you can still go outside and
do what you want. Also, you can ask your parents if you can hang out with them after school and if they
say yes you can hang out. When you get your phone taken away it is complicated because you are
used to having your phone. YOU CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT IT!
These are all the grounded punishments you can get. I'm sure there is more that I
missed, but these are the WORST ones you can get.

Legend of Zelda History!
Matt Kirman
It’s halloween and everything is spooky and… What?! It’s
not halloween, oh well then. Well
i’m glad I don’t have to do five
nights at freddy’s for a few more
months, so to celebrate let’s play
a fun game, like the legend of
zelda. So if you didn’t figure it out
by now, you probably can’t read so leave this article right now i’ll wait…
ok with that out of the way let’s
play some legend of
zeldaaaaaaaaaaaaa!!!!
First game released on the NES in 1986. The game
involved the player wandering around an open world to find
items, weapons, secrets, dungeons, and other things. The
game was received really well and was given a sequel the
legend of zelda: a link to the… wait it’s not the sequel?!! The
Thorne Middle School
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Zelda (Cont.)!
legend of zelda: a link to the… wait it’s not the sequel?!! The sequel really is the legend of zelda 2: the
adventure of link, and it was received as the worst zelda ever. Well then, now time for a link to the past.
This was received as the best zelda ever, it made zelda what it is today and it’s always in competition
with… but before I reveal that, here are some of the worst zelda games: Link: the faces of evil, and
zelda: the wand of gamelon. Now with those out of the way ‘time’ for…
The legend of zelda: Ocarina Of Time. It is considered by critics and fans to be a masterpiece of
a game, ( By the way almost every zelda is considered the best zelda ).
new 3d graphics, great story, and great sound. This zelda is still today
considered one of the greatest games of all time. After that they released
Majora’s mask and, once again, it was considered the best zelda.
Majora’s mask was all about a creepier and darker atmosphere than what
Ocarina gave us. Next came Oracle of seasons for the gameboy color, I
mention this because I don’t much about the game. After that came a
remake of a link to the past for the game boy advance. After that came a
game that got more hate that it deserved and the game was … but
before we do that let’s mention
some spin-off games. Tingle’s rosy
rupee land, and Link’s crossbow training. Here we go, the zelda
that got a lot of undeserved hate was…………………
The legend of zelda: wind waker. This game was put off
by fans and received criticism for seeming to be more
appealing to a child audience. Eventually people did give the
game a chance and it became another fan favorite. After
receiving all that criticism
nintendo made a darker
game. Twilight princess was dark and was the opposite of wind
waker. Before I continue let me mention some games that I
missed for some reason. The legend of zelda: four swords and
The legend of zelda: the minish cap. Now with those out of the
way time to move on. Next up is the legend of zelda: The phantom
hourglass. This game was released on the Ds in 2007. Then Spirit
tracks which was also released on the Ds in 2009. Then came
skyward sword, which is a prequel to every legend of zelda ever. Some people like and others don’t.
Next is actually a sequel to a famous legend of zelda, A link to the past. It’s called a link between worlds
and it is also a well received zelda. Next is Tri-force heroes and it’s a multiplayer game, like four swords
but with one less person, where you and your friends ( Or other
versions of you if you’re playing single player) have to
adventure through dungeons and fight bosses to make the
princess of hytopia look pretty again. This game doesn’t take
itself seriously but I won’t continue longer because that would
be boring. But wait there’s a spin off that I miss! Hyrule warriors
is a mix of the dynasty warriors mechanics and the legend of
zelda characters. And finally with that out of the way time to talk
Thorne Middle School

6

Thorne Middle School

Summer 2016

Zelda (Cont.)!
about the latest zelda ………
Hey! Wait! Where’s the next zelda. I guess that’s it, sooo that means it’s time to start playing fnaf ):
. Serious time now, nintendo has announced a new legend of
zelda that will be released in 2017. Besides that I have no
knowledge of any new
zeldas. Most of the
recent zeldas are
remakes of other
zeldas. So I guess i’m
finished talking about
The legend of zelda.
This Franchise has
became a well known mark on gaming history. So I better get
myself ready for jumpscares and lots of theorising because next
time I will be talking about fnaf. Bye-Bye. ( P.s. a personally requirement for me is to play at least two of
the franchises games before writing these )

!
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TEACHER INTERVIEWS
MRS. MCCUE
Interviewed By Kaitlyn Pedersen

!

After a interview with one of the sixth grade
math teachers, Mrs.Mccue, I feel like I got to know more
about her.
What middle school did you go to?
Markham Place
What is your favorite part about teaching?
Teaching is very rewarding it great to see student learn
something new

MRS. GRIFFITHS !
Interviewed by Cassidy Cudjoe!
What was your favorite thing to do
while growing up?
Reading, and going to ballet class.
Do you have any brothers or sisters?
I have two sisters.
What is your favorite part about
Thorne?

When did you decide to be a math teacher?

I love school spirit day.

After college I graduated with finance and I didn't like it
much so I decide to become a math teacher.

What is your favorite thing to do while
teaching?

Did you have any siblings?
I have an older sister and younger brother.

I really love doing Kahoot and writer’s
workshop.

Describe teaching in one word.

What is your favorite part of the day?

Rewarding

The morning, before anyone else gets
there.

MRS. CONNELLY
Interviewed By Kristina Rogers
How long have you been teaching?

What fact about yourself would be
most surprising?

35 years.

One of my first jobs was being the Easter
Bunny.

What is your #1 teacher pet peeve?
After finishing directions when people ask “wait what”
after not listening.
What inspired you to become a teacher?
Studied art in college, first job was teaching to pass the
high school equivalency test, after that teaching was
what I wanted to do.
(continued on next page)
Thorne Middle School

If you could make Thorne’s mascot
any different animal, what would it
be?
I wouldn’t change it, but it would be nice
for it to be a girl lion.
What would you upgrade in the
school?
I’d update the media center.
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How did you feel when you became the teacher of the year?
Humbled and surprised that a technology teaching instead of a L.A. or Math teacher. Also honored.
Best and worst memories of Thorne?
Cathy Weinstein's murder - worst
How welcoming and friendly the staff was, especially when coming from Elementary to Middle
school. - Best
What subjects did you teach before becoming a computer teacher?
15 years in art in Elementary and Middle school.

Thorne Middle School
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8TH GRADE SPOTLIGHT
Students Interviewed By Haley Karabinos and Sophia Haber Brock
KATHERINE LOMBARDI (INTERVIEWED BY HALEY KARABINOS)!
1.Who is your favorite teacher?
Of all time, my favorite teacher has to been my 7th grade language arts teacher, Mrs. Tatem.
My writing skills were really developed and enhanced that year, and the projects/work we did in that
class were a good mixture of fun and uniqueness, along with learning about the subject.
2. What is your favorite memory at Thorne?
In general, my favorite memory are my friends and all of the good people I’ve met in the past
three years. I’m not very extroverted and can’t easily get along well with many people, so the friends I
did have were very important to me. I can’t explain them explicitly, but we’ve had lots of inside jokes
about various things across the years. Going to a different high school next year, I’ll miss my friends,
so it’s nice to have a good collection of memories with everyone before I leave.
3.What was your favorite class?
7th Grade Language Arts. I’ve already explained about the teacher, and all of the projects, but
there’s also the people I had in that class. I’ve never had best luck in who I get in my classes, most of
the time I’m lucky to have two people I like in one. However, in that one class I had a lot of friends in
that class. Also, many of the people who I didn’t know well in the beginning ended up being friends of
mine the end. The 20-something of us got along really well in that class.
4. What was the thing you learned the most of?
You’re most likely expecting me to answer with a subject, but while I did learn plenty of that, the
things I think had the biggest impact on me were more of life lessons. In 6th grade, I was incredibly
awkward, oversensitive, and just generally weird. Ending 8th grade, I can say that I’ve become more
confident and a stronger person, mostly because I’ve had a lot of bad times here and was forced to
become more mature and learn to grow up in order to deal with it, and I’m glad I did.
5. One thing to pass on to all the grades?
Middle school can be rough for a lot of people, but it ends up okay in the end. In 6th grade I
was sure I was going to die before June, but now I’m graduating, accepted to an academic high school
that I’ll attend in the fall. It might be good, it might be bad, but nonetheless you’ll certainly remember
your time here. Also, even if you have many bad ones as well, you’ll leave with at least a few good
memories.
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AMANDA KRAND (INTERVIEWED BY HALEY KARABINOS)!
1.Who is your favorite teacher?
I don’t really have a favorite, but I enjoyed Mrs. Griffiths class and Mrs. Albanese’s classes. They
were all so much fun.
2.What is your favorite memory at Thorne?
Lunch in general was always a great time. I can never forget anything from those times. Very
entertaining.
3.What was your favorite class?
7th grade French class. The class had a very entertaining group of people and a bunch of inside
jokes that only we would understand.
4. What was the thing you learned the most of?
Math; I skipped pre-algebra and went straight to Algebra I so I definitely learned a lot in that
subject.
5. One thing to pass on to the grades?
Enjoy the time you have here, it will fly by and it will be something to remember.

VANESSA SIGWARTH (INTERVIEWED BY SOPHIA HABER BROCK)!
1.Who is your favorite teacher?
My favorite teachers are Mr. Puzzo, Mrs. Bellifemine, and Mr. Chollete.
2.What is your favorite memory at Thorne?
My favorite memory at Thorne is meeting my friends.
3.What was your favorite class?
My favorite class is English.
4. What was the thing you learned the most of?
The thing I learned the most and liked learning as well is World War II.
5. One thing to pass on to the grades?
One thing I would pass on to the other grades would be to do whatever you put your mind to,
and do your homework and put your best effort in everything you do!
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TALKING WITH TRANSFER STUDENTS
Special Interviews With TMS Students Originating From Other Places (By Ben Tooker)
School is like a train; it takes people along and transports them to other stations. Every time the train stops at a
station, it drops passengers off (8th graders) and welcomes new passengers (6th graders). However, have you ever
heard about a train that will stop in it’s tracks to board a new passenger? The same situation happens in school; new
students are fascinating for a small amount of time until they seem like one of the crowd. Not many people consider what
their new classmates have to go through mentally and emotionally to adjust. This article features Ashley, a 6th grader
from Kent, NJ and Haley, a 7th who was new last year.
Ashley: 6th grade
Where were you originally from?
I was born in the U.S., but my parents are from Ecuador.
What do you like to do in your free time?
I like to play with my dog, Cookie.
Did you find it easy to adjust to a new school? Why?
It was a little hard at first because I did not know my way around. When when I got used to it, it was easier.
What was your favorite part of the school year?
I definitely loved learning French! It is my favorite subject and I can’t wait to keep learning next year!
If you could describe your year in one word, what would it be?
Challenging
How would you compare your previous school to Thorne?
Thorne is much bigger and has much more choices and opportunities. I used to go to Keyport Central School.
Haley: 7th grade
Where were you originally from?
Pennsylvania
What do you like to do in your free time?
I like to read, draw, and run.
Did you find it easy to adjust to a new school? Why?
I missed my friends in my old school, but I got to make new friends in Thorne.
What was your favorite part of the school year?
My favorite part of the school year was getting to know and befriend new people.
How would you compare your previous school to Thorne?
IDK. Both school we're fun. But this school was so much bigger. I do miss most of my friends from my old school but, I
made a lot more here.
If you could describe your year in one word, what would it be?
Awesome
Thorne Middle School
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REVIEWS + OPINIONS
Music, Books, Movies, and Editorials

Music Review:
Haley Reinhart Better!
Amanda Krand
An album that came out
a couple of months ago was
‘Better’ by Haley Reinhart.
Haley is a blues and R&B
singer who came in 3rd place on
American Idol season 10. The
album was released on April
29th. Her first album is called
‘Listen Up’ released a few years
ago. Like I stated before she is a
blues/R&B singer so her music is
what most people our age listen
to. Haley’s music is considered of
the soft genre in music. She has
a bit of raspy vocals and her
upbeat songs have very catchy
rhythms. So if you like that type
of music go check her out.

Marvel vs DC: BvS
Disappoints, Civil War
Exceeds Expectation.!
Katherine Lombardi
While the villain-centered film
Suicide Squad doesn’t make a
theater debut until this August, two
other highly anticipated films, both
from separate big-name superhero
production companies, have already
been released. DC Comics’ Batman
v. Superman: Dawn of Justice was
out in theaters starting in late March,
and Marvel’s Captain America: Civil
War was released on May 6th.
If you look at the reviews of
most critics and reviewers, most
people are saying that Civil War is far
better than BvS. I fully agree with the
popular opinion, and it’s not just
because I’m a much bigger Marvel
fan than DC.
BvS is good for a moviegoer
who just wants to see visual effects
worth something-million dollars during a fight scene, not caring
about characterization and story. However, as someone who likes
some substance along with the fight scenes, I was disappointed
by the film.
The plot is fairly conventional and a bit of a bore, with few
interesting points. It really did have potential, but it could have
been dealt with better. I feel like one of the best examples of the
plot’s shakiness is Wonder Woman. She shows up with very little
explanation, participates in a fight scene, then leaves. Wonder
Woman is a great character, but BvS treated her character badly.
(continued on the following page)
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Marvel vs DC (Cont.)!
Continued from the previous page.
While the effects were high-budget and high definition, the fight scenes dragged on. I couldn’t get into
them, and I found myself wishing they would end already. Superman and Batman just flew/ran around for 40+
minutes either beating each other up, or fighting some monster who I’ve can’t name because he was forgettable.
(At least the acting for the film was good)
BvS lacks the fun and entertainment that makes a superhero movie enjoyable. It was way too dark at
times it didn’t need to be, and it’s extreme effort to be serious turned too many scenes boring. Civil War, on the
other hand, was the opposite.
The movie seamlessly mixes great character dynamics and an intricate story, along with entertaining and
well done action sequences, into one brilliantly interesting script. The
movie begins with a mission gone wrong in Africa, with an accident
that results in many innocents’ death, the gang of heroes suddenly
finds themselves to be the center of public controversy, and the top of
the US Gov.’s concern list. The gov. presents the team with the offer
to sign the Sokovia Accords, an act that would have the Avengers
work under a UN panel that would decide where and when the
Avengers would act. Strong disagreements spilt the heroes into two
smaller teams, Captain America’s (Who is against the accords) and
Iron Man’s (Who is for them).
Civil War is the movie where the Captain America series meets the Avengers films, resulting in the most
elaborate and complex cast of heroes Marvel has had in any of their movies. The challenge of dealing with so
many characters is handled perfectly, going into depth with each of the characters’ views and lives, not leaving a
single one’s individual part in Civil War unfinished or lacking. The movie’s biggest strongpoint is it’s characters.
By the end of the film, you understand each hero entirely. Even if they have short scenes, like the fun new
addition Spiderman, the characters are developed well. The other new hero, Black Panther, is fully explained,
you know his personality like he’s been in the films forever.
One of the best parts about these characters are seeing them work, or fight, together. The headlining
battle of Iron Man and Captain America is emotional, yet suspenseful. Former opponents and, and now
teammates, Falcon and Bucky (Winter Solider), have a complicated relationship that ends up providing comic
relief to the movie. Wanda (Scarlet Witch) and The Vision also share some emotional and serious moments,
despite being on different teams, based their canon romantic relationship in the comic books. Every character
shares memorable moments with another.
The plot ditches the usual approach to a hero story: Heroes meet villain, come up with a plan, and
destroy them in a large-scale fight. I won’t spoil, but the finale is more unconventional. It doesn’t use a huge fight
scene (instead putting the fun, captivating action right in the middle of the movie) and opts for a much more
emotional and heartstring-pulling ending. It was risk, but definitely one that paid off.
Instead of just punching and kicking like BvS, Civil War delivers a brilliant story with a developed cast of
characters, all played by great actors. The action is well-crafted and exciting, and the airport fight scene is one of
the best of all time. Civil War is one of the MCU’s best movies, while BvS is..”eh”. BvS tried their best, but in this
battle of 2016 superhero movies, Marvel certainly is number one.
Thorne Middle School
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I KNOW WHAT YOU’RE
READING
LEGEND (MARIE LU)!
Review by Erin Zabriskie
America is different in the future. It’s
separated into three parts: the Colonies, the
Republic, and the Patriots, who are constantly at
war. Meet the Republic's
greatest criminal, Daniel
Wing, known to the world
as Day. The Republic has
no information, not even a
fingerprint, to go with Day’s
name. In a higher class is
June. She’s training to be
in the Republic’s military.
She’s practically the same
as her brother Mathias in
every way. She breaks the
rules, they have the same
hair, and the same eyes.
They were never meant to cross paths; That
is until Mathias is murdered and Day is the only one
who could have done it. In this game of survival, it’s
the Republic versus Day. He faces multiple
challenges, as well as June. But when they uncover
the truth, they realize what their Republic is doing to
keep their secrets a mystery.
I think this book was exciting, as well as
suspenseful. It was a fairly large book, but it kept
me reading, and leaving me wondering what was
going to happen next. I would highly recommend
this book and would give it 5 stars.
District-suggested book lists and other Summer
Reading materials are accessible on the
Middletownk12 website.
Thorne Middle School

Summer Reading
Suggestion Special

LAND OF STORIES: BEYOND THE KINGDOM
(CHRIS COLFER)!
Review by Kenneth Faria
This is a fascinating fictional book written
by former Glee star Chris Colfer. In the Story
Alex and Connor are up for an adventure when
they discover The Masked Man, whom they
believe is their father who passed away, uses a
potion the fairy Godmother (His Mother) made.
The potion allows
you to travel to
imaginary
dimensions of
books where all
your fictional
characters are real.
Alex and Connor
must stop The
Masked Man before
he recruits an army
of fictional villains
from various stories
including Alice and
Wonderland, Peter
Pan, and The Wizard of Oz. Everything that
could go bad goes bad for Alex and Connor.
Every corner they turn, there is another
adventure waiting. Throughout this story there
are about 20 plot twists.
My opinion on this book is off the charts.
I always enjoyed reading to the point where I
would read a book a month but now I am
reading constantly. If you are looking for a good
book that is constantly full of adventure this is
the book for you. I highly suggest you read it.
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AS SMALL AS AN
ELEPHANT (JENNIFER
RICHARD JACOBSON)!
Review by Julianna
Leiningen
Jack is a young boy who
just wanted his mother to
love him. One night when
he was out camping, he got
lost and separated from his
mother. A normal mother
would report this to the
police, but of course, she
didn’t. Starting his life will be hard on his own. All he
has is a tiny model elephant with him and his dream of
meeting an elephant. But will his dream come true?
This book is a very adventurous book. It is all
about his journey of getting to the zoo to meet an
elephant. He meets lots of challenges on his journey
from Maine to his home, Boston. Will he be able to
overcome his challenges, or will he snap under
pressure?

THE RAFT (S.A. BODEEN)!
Reviewed by Julianna Leiningen
Robbie is just a
teenager getting
ready to leave
Hawaii early. She is
an experienced
traveler, but a
storm can get the
worst of her. When
their small plane,
full of 5 people, fly
over shark-infested
waters, not many
good things can
come out of it. When their plane
experiences some malfunctions, she has to
fight for her survival with just her and her
friend.
This is by far the best book ever. It is
a quick read, but a good one. There are
some shocking twist and turns.

THE GIVER (LOIS LOWRY)!
Reviewed by Erin Zabriskie
Jonas was born in a different kind of world. Everything is controlled
by the voice on the loudspeaker; There are rules that are always followed.
Each job in the community is done by specific people, and each job is
chosen carefully by the Elders. At the ceremony of twelve (the ceremony
of turning twelve) every twelve is assigned a job. All of the children dread
this ceremony, worrying about what job they will be assigned. Finally, after
months of stress, it’s Jonas time to turn twelve. He knew he was special
when he started seeing color, only he didn’t know it was color at the time,
so when his turn is skipped he shouldn’t have been surprised. But still, in
the spotlight of the stage everyone while everyone is looking at him, of
course he’s shocked. He did his community service hours… so why would
he not get assigned a job?
After the last number, 50, is called, the speaker announces that she
has not made a mistake, that she skipped Jonas on purpose. He is assigned the special task of
memory receiver, and the rules don’t apply to him anymore. Every day in his new job, he starts to see
more and more; Secrets the community was hiding, things his parents never told him, things he would
have never imagined. What will Jonas do to save the people of his community; The people who are so
blind to things right under their noses.
Thorne Middle School
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A Sixth Grade Reflection!
Sophia Haber Brock
The summer before 6th grade I thought it would be scary and it would be hard to go to each class
in three minutes and open my locker. It ended up being so much easier. I also heard a bunch of “rumors”
like there was a third floor, or there was a pool on the top of the school, or bullies stuffed people in lockers.
None of those rumors were true. The whole year was really good! And all the bad things weren't true. It
was one of the best school years I ever had. I made so many more friends, and so much more freedom.
Middle School is a blast! The teachers are so nice! I learned so much this year and I am excited to spend
another year in this school!

An Eighth Grade Reflection!
Katherine Lombardi
To everyone and anyone who is currently reading my editorial, I have a confession to make. I
couldn’t think anything to write for this editorial. I paged through yearbooks full of memories. I read over old
assignments and notes. I tried to push the happiness of the recent 8th grade festivities onto the paper. But
hey, some joyful emotions can’t be expressed in words.
In the end, the one thing that helped me sum up my years here was just scribbling down random
words on to paper. Some weren’t helpful at all, just class names like “seventh grade math” or “gym”. Yet,
with about every fourth word, I found much inspiration.
Am I planning on lying? No, admittedly, sometimes I did feel some hate on bad days, this time
wasn’t perfect. School isn’t a total paradise. Yet, this school is extremely amazing, and leaving is truly
bittersweet. Thorne is a place I’ll remember forever. Never, will I not miss my time with you. We have an
abundance of incredible memories of these years, from classes to recent celebrations. Were our memories
lacking bad times along with the good ones? No, sadness was present. Yet, I feel like these faced
challenges and struggles was what made us stronger people, better people, than any other class,
anywhere.
I know anywhere else would not be the school for me. Thorne is my school.
People I’ve met, they are kind. It’d be mean to not say so. There’s support from many different
welcoming sources. Teachers educated me and taught new things. Nothing stops me from my dreams.
During this time, the community here was encouraging. Time wasn’t wasted, the most was made of it.
Simple me, a student, blossomed exceptionally. Even while being upset, teachers, staff and administration
helped me in not focusing on negativity too much, thinking of content, happy things instead. With this
incredible support, it will help us soar so high.
Going away from Thorne, away from our familiar home, this time’s scary. A place we’ve never seen,
it’s waiting. A new, great age is next, do enjoy it. Yet, remember the extraordinary place that is Thorne,
because without it, we’d lack this precious time. School holds many memories, I’d be sad, we’d be sad,
without them. Happy times outweigh the hateful, sad memories, and I, a lucky person, am endlessly,
extremely, grateful towards our middle school, this amazing and unforgettable school.
Thorne, thank you.

Thorne Middle School
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Creativity Pages
Art and Fiction Writing

Losing The Way
Kaitlyn Perdersen

!
!

“I can’t wait for our trip!”
“Yeah. It was so nice of your parents to let me
come.”
“I know. This is going to be the best trip ever!”
“We should be going.”
It took us a few hours to reach the campsite.
When we got there, I took a quick scan of our
surroundings. Nothing much to see or get excited
about was just a bunch of trees that towered over our
heads, almost making a roof. A dirt road which would
lead us to our campsite. Then there was the gravel
parking lot where we had put our car. My dad went to
the trunk to get all of our stuff. He took out the cooler
where all of our food was, some folding chairs, the
tent, and our bags filled with extra clothes. When we
had everything, we started walking up to the
campsite.
We walked into a clearing that was also,like
the parking lot, surrounded by trees that made
almost like a roof above our heads. There was a
picnic table in the center, and not far from it was a
place that we put our campfire in. My mother was
helping my dad set up the tent and told us to go walk
around. Since there was really nothing here to look
at, we sat at the picnic table and started talking
“I can’t believe we will be almost a whole
week without our phones! How am I supposed to
live!”
“You don’t need to have your phone all the
time. I mean there is so much around us without a
phone.”
“Great. One reason I came was to get away
from my mother, looks like I found her.”
That made us both laugh. We laughed, and
laughed, and laughed until our heads hurt from the
effort. Then we went back to talking. Mostly about
how things were at school, any mean teachers that
we had in common. Really anything that popped into
our heads we would talk about. Finally my parents
finished putting up the tents.
Thorne Middle School

Submitted By Juliana Leiningen, Grade 6.

Submitted By Sophia Haber Brock, Grade 6.

Submitted by Erin Zabriskie, Grade 6.
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“All right girls. We still have some daylight left. I
think we should get a snack and start walking the trail.
Take your bags with you to.”
”Wait who said that to you?”
”Kristena.” I said.
”Wow.”
”So have you heard the story of the missing girl?”
”No. Tell me.”
”Well.” I said,”It´s about a girl who went missing.”
At that we both started laughing. We were so
caught up with what we were doing we weren't paying
attention, and we started to go off the trail.
”Hey, um, where are your parents?”
”Um I don't know.” I said, ”They were right in front
of us.”
”Wait you don´t think.”
”Yes I do.” I said before she could go further, ”I
think we are lost in the woods, and with almost nothing. “

Thorne Middle School
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All artwork on this
page submitted
by Cassidy
Cudjoe, Grade 6.
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The Lion’s Roar Staff!
Teacher Advisor: Mrs. Griffiths

Summer 2016

!

8th Grade
Katherine Lombardi
Amanda Krand
7th Grade
Faith Ahearn
Haley Karabinos
Michaela Pala
Kristina Rogers
Matt Kirman
6th Grade
Cassidy Cudjoe
Kenneth Faria
Matthew Giallanza
Sophia Haber Brock
Juliana Leiningen
Sydney Monchik
Victoria Ottinger
Kaitlyn Pedersen
Kristen Pisano
Ben Tooker
Erin Zabriskie

!
!
!
!
!
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The Lion’s Roar
wishes all TMS
students a healthy
and happy summer.
If you’re interested in
joining for the 16-17
school year, please
look out for
information during
next September.
Paper Layout and Formatting by Katherine Lombardi
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